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Government has recognised this special
need and I appreciate the fact that It has
tackled the problem In a practical way.

It Is not accepting full responsibility for
the work because it recognises that the
local authorities Involved must accept res-
ponsibility for the total area within the
boundaries and all the problems associated
with It. I agree with this and believe that
the local authority should contribute in
some way, Under the new formula the
local authority will contribute 25 per cent
of the cost and the Government, through
the Public Works Department, will con-
tribute '75 per cent up to a certain amount.
It will not be an open-ended agreement, but
at least It Is a breakthrough about which
I am very pleased1 particularly because It
will help the difficulties facing the Bus-
selton Shire. I refer specifically to that
shire because It happens to be in the prov-
ince I represent. It Is a responsible shire
and over the years It has tackled the
problem willingly and has carried out a
tremendous amount of repair work at its
own expense.

Real damage was caused by a storm
during the first weekend in June of this
year. A tremendously Strong storm swept
In from the ocean and the barometric
Pressure was veryV low. I am Informed by
marine experts that because of the low
barometric Pressure the sea level would
have been raised by approximately 2 feet.
Because of that and the high tide and
strong wind which coincided with the
storm, an excessive amount of damage oc-
curred. Storms of lesser violence have been
experienced since then and have comn-
Pounded the problem along the foreshore.

It can be said that eroded beach fronts
can be restored easily by a number of
methods one of which Is to pour In sand to
replace that which has been washed away.
Instead of sand, either gravel or rock
boulders can be used. Of course these
methods are only temporary and they are
certainly costly. The mere fact that
the beach Is being eroded by the move-
ment of drift up the coast taking the
sand away means that we have, In fact,
a shortage of sand. It might sound
peculiar to say that we have a shortage
of sand along the beach, but this Is an
actual fact, particularly In the lower part
of the south-western coastline. For in-
stance. if at Mandurah or at Eusselton,
one were to build a rock wall, the wall
would have to be of such magnitude that
the sea water could not get around behind
the wall to wash out the sides and under-
maine the bottom of It. Given time, those
rocks would, In fact, be sucked back into
the ocean and one would be back to first
base.

So, for a wall to be effective It must be
built on the same principle as the erec-
tion of a rock-filled wall for a dam; that
is, the fines In the middle, and the larger
rocks on the outside, to ensure the water
does not get through or behind the wall.

That type of construction Is all very
well for a dam wall, but members can
appreciate the effect such a wall would
have on a scenic drive along the water-
front in a tourist resort, No longer would
the visitors be able to look out over the
ocean because the wall would be, In some
cases, several feet higher than the sur-
rounding ground. Tourists and residents
would sce nothing but a wall when driv-
ing along the scenic roadway. Furthermore,
the beach on the ocean side of the wall
would be lost because of the action of the
sea coming in and smashing Itself on the
wall. The energy of the water goes side-
ways and underneath, scouring out the
sand, and dragging it back into the ocean.

In a tourist town, of course, this situa-
tion presents serious difficulties.

I am aware of the problem and I believe
other members should be made aware of It
also. Beach erosion is no good for the
district concerned and Is certainly detri-
mental to tourism. I am therefore delight-
ed that the Government has taken a prac-
tical step In an effort to alleviate the fin-
ancial burden on local authorities. It Is
adopting a formula of $3 to $1 to meet
the costs Involved in beach restoration. I
have pleasure In supporting the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. S. J. Dellar.

House adjourned at 8.30 p.m.

IT'qaisatinc Aaermtgt
Wednesday, the 7th August, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (59): ON NOTICE

1. ALBANY HIGHWAY
Improvements

Mr P. V. JONES, to the Minister for
Traffic Safety :

Having regard to the number of
traffic accidents on the Albany
Highway, especially between the
99 and 130 kilometre pegs,
(a) what work will be carried out

during the current year to
improve the highway;

(b) will most expenditure on the
highway during the current
year be concentrated on the
above section;

(c) will he arrange for addi-
tional warning road signs to
be erected along the above
section pending improve-
ments to the highway?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) It is proposed to allocate an

amount of $160 000 for the
reconstruction of 6.9 kmn and
the widening of 1.1 km within
the 114.0-125.0 kmn section.
A further amount of $172 000
is proposed to complete the
reconstruction and widening
of about 9.5 kmi on the sec-
tion between 9.0 kmn north to
0.5 km south of North Ban-
nister.
$350 000 is proposed for the
reconstruction of about 0.0 kmi
extending north from the
existing dual carriageway sec-
tion In Albany. Approxima-
tely 1.6 km of this will be an
extension of dual carriageway.
These proposed allocations
could be affected by decisions
of the Federal Government.

(b) Answered by (a).
(e) The existing signing and

white lining are considered to
be adequate.

2. EASTERN GOLDFIELDS
HIGH SCHOOL

Construction 01 Remaining Stages
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister made a deci-

sion re expediting the construc-
tion of the remaining stages of
the new Eastern Ooldfields Senior
High School, referred to in my
letter to him dated 1st July, last?

(2) If so, would he please advise?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) Budgetary provisions will

be made to enable the staged de-
velopment to proceed without In-
terruption.

3. EASTERN GOLDFIELDS
H1IGH SCHOOL
Cricket Pitches

Mr T. D2. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Has a start been made to provide

the Eastern Goldfields Senior
High School on the new site with
practice cricket pitches 'with
safety nets provided?

(2) if not, when is It intended to
commence this programme?

(3) Would consideration please be
given to having some of these
facilities at least provided before
the commencement of the cricket
season?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Practice cricket pitches with

safety nets are not provided for

schools. Usually these are provided
as a parents and citizens' associa-
tion project.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

4. EASTERN GOL.DFULDB
HIGH SCHOOL
Sports Grounds

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is he aware of the concern being

expressed by the Eastern Gold-
fields Senior High School parents
and citizens' association concern-
Ing proposed positioning within
the Adeline subdivision at Kal-
goorlie of-
(a) a shopping centre;
(b) hotel;
(c) fiats?

(2) Will he use his best endeavours
to have the above areas rezoned
and In part re-developed as play-
ing fields to cater for the large
educational complex planned for
this area?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1)
(2)

Yes.
The Education Department has
already raised the matter with the
Town Planning Department.

5. MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Office Suites
Mr T. U. EVANS, to the Premier:
(1) Are there at the present time any

office suites that would be suit-
able for ministerial occupation
(without a great deal of expense
being involved) vacant?

(2) If so, how many and where are
their respective locations?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) At the present time there

is no vacant office suite suitable
for ministerial occupation.
The ministerial suite at the De-
partment of Agriculture, Jarrab
Road, South Perth, is still used, as
in the past, on a part-time basis
by the Minister for Agriculture.

6. MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
office Suite

Mr T. D. EVANS. to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(I) When is It expected that the Min-

ister for Education will be in oc-
cupation of the new office suite
being erected on the site of the
Education Department?

(2) What Is the anticipated cost of
the building and furnishing of
same?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) End of August.
(2) $40000.

7. MINES DEPARTMENT
Annual Report and Finance

Mr T. D). EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) When is it expected that the an-

nual report of the Department of
Mines will be available for 1973?

(2) Would he please furnish a break-
down of receipts and disburse-
ments of his department for
three months to 31st March, 1974
in terms of receipts under the
headings of-
royalties from iron ore:
royalties from nickel;
royalties from other;
rentals from mining

leases;
rentals from other

claims;
other;

$10 029 133
and in terms of die-
bursements-
mines Department;
Geological Survey;
other;

Mr
(1)
(2)

MENSAROS replied:
Late November, 1974.
Royalties from ro
Royalties from nic
Royalties from ot
Rentals from tn

leases
Rentals from

claims
Other

nio
ke]
er
W'

Ott

Disbursements--
Mines, Department
Geological Survey
Other ... ..

$1 296 601

ire 8138335
171602
596369

... 236684

.Le. 886 143

10 029 133

.. 1088430
... 208 171

1298601

REGIONAL PRISON
Kalgoorlie

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Chief Sec-
retary:
(1) Does the Government intend to

proceed with the plans of the
Labor Government to reconstruct
a new regional prison or train-
ing centre at Kalgoorlie?

(2) If so, would he specify the loca-
tion and planned area in terms
of land size?

(3) What are the progressive plans
f or the construction?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) An area of 21.44 hectares has been

set aside and named reserve
31713. It is located west of the
Kalgoorlie airport and opposite
the present standard gauge mar-
shalling yards.

(3) Subject to the availability of fin-
ance, determination of priorities
between the needs of Kalgoorie
and north west of the State, the
construction will be pursued upon
the completion of the metropolitan
prison complex at Canning Vale.

9. RAILWAYS
Goon garrie Mail Service

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What arrangements will be made

by the Railways Department for
delivery to and from Goongarrie
of the existing two private mal
bags operating at present be-
tween that centre and Kalgoor-
lie when service is commenced on
the Leonora standard gauge line?

(2) If the answer is in the negative,
would he please endeavour to ar-
rive at a solution satisfactory to
the residents of Goongarrie?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The proposed train service to

operate on the upgraded line will
serve the stations of Leonora.
Malcolm, Menzies and Kookynie
and present proposals do not pro-
vide for Goongarrie to be serviced.

(2) The handling of mall is the
responsibility of the Postmaster-
General's Department and the
future of the two private mal
bags from Goongarrie would be a
matter for determination by that
department.

10. CASLEY, MR LEONARD
Fines, and Treasury Payments

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Treasurer:
(1) Further to my question 8 of Wed-

nesday, 31st July, 1974 relating
to Mr Leonard Casley, is it cor-
rect that the second cash order
referred to in the answer to that
Question has been returned by Mr
Casley as not acceptable to him?

(2) Is It also correct that the fines
imposed on Mr Casley in the
Geraldton court of petty sessions
on 23rd May last were met by a

a.
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cheque drawn on the "National
Treasury of The Hutt River Prov-
ince" (or some similar named
drawer) and that the cheque was
accepted by the court (and the
Government) ?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes. However, the action by a

servant of the Crown in accepting
payment of the fine in this form
does not constitute recognition of
the so-called "Hutt River Pro-
vince" by the Government of
Western Australia.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Detiman Report Recommendation
Mr T. D. EVANS. to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Why was the recommendation of

the Dettman Report on Second-
ary Education rejected by the an-
nunciation of that Dart of the
Government's policies on educa-
tion relating to the transfer of
a child from the primary to sec-
ondary school at the end of the
year in which the child attains
the age of 11 years?

(2) What other comparable educa-
tion authority (with appropriate
references to printed reports, etc.)
can he cite to support this part
of Government policy?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The decision on earlier transfer

was made to provide a wider
range of educational opportuni-
ties and experiences for grade VII
children.

(2) The decision Is consistent with
current practice In New South
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and
the Australian Capital Territory.
Also, see Education Department
annual report for 1965, page 18.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Additions and Construction Cost

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) (a) What is the present enrol-

ment at Governor Stirling
Senior High School;

(b) what is the anticipated en-
rolment for 1975?

(2) Which new high schools is it
anticipated will be opened during
1975?

(3) what was the department's esti-
mated construction cost of each
school under question (2)?

(4) what was the accepted tender
price of each listed under (2)?

(5) (a) What is the present enrol-
ment at Kalamunda Senior
High School:

13.

1980,
1970/
1971,
1072,
1073,

14.

(b) what is the anticipated'en-
rolment for 1975?

(6) What is the anticipated first year
intake at the new Forrestfield
High School?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) (a) 1 542 (March, 1974).

(b) 1 580.
(2) Forreatfield High School.

John Wilicock High School.
(3) Forrestfleld High School-$700 000

(Stage 1 only).-
John Willcock High School-
$800 000 (Stage 1 only).

(4) Forrestfield High School-$972 972
(Stage 1 only).
John Willeock High School-
$1319 000 (Stage 1 only).

(5) (a) 1 380 (March, 1974).
(b) 1 354.

(6) 180 pupils.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Loan Fund AZocations

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) What percentage and how much

of the General Loan Funds were
allocated for high school con-
structions during the fiscal years
1969-70, 1970-71, 1971-72, 1972-
'73 and 1973-74?

(2) Is General Loan Funds finance
the only available source of fin-
ance for the planning and con-
struction of high schools?

(3) If not, what other source of fin-
ance is available and on which
occasions has an alternative
source of finance been used over
the past five years to enable the
building of high schools?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) -

/70
'71

/72
/73
/74

Expenkditure

2 432 545
S 402 174
4 625051
6 671 878
5 404 500

(estimate only)

Secondary as %
of total Education
Departmnent eea

loan fond

ID921
27-51
37-74
44:07
38 00

(2) NO.
(3) Commonwealth funds have been

available for such specific pur-
poses as the provision of second-
ary school libraries and science
rooms.

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
NumbeT and Enrolments

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the minister for Education:

Will the Minister list the high
schools which at present cater
only for first, second and third
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year students and the enrolment
figures for each school listed?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
First, second and Total

third year Enrolment
students (March.

I1
Bridgetown High School
Eastern Hills High School
Harvey High School ..
Kanabalda High School ..
Margaret River High

School
Mount Barker High

School
Newman High School ..
First and second
year students

only
Canine High School
Kelniscott High School
North Lake High School
First year students

Only
Girrawbeen High School
Lackrldge High School
Lynwood High School

974)
231
476
313
222

204

338
140

628
520
375

253
198
167

15. DENTAL TECHNICIANS
Legislation

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Did he receive a deputation from

the Australian Dental Techni-
cians' Society (W.A. Branch)
some weeks ago, and did they
leave a submission with him re-
garding a suggested dental tech-
nicians' Act?

(2) If so, has he yet considered the
submission and with what result?

(3) if not, when can a reply be
expected?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The matter is still under con-

sideration pending further in-
formation.

(3) Answered by (2).

16. MENTAL HEALTH
flay Activity and Over-age

Centres
Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:
(1) is the Minister aware of the des-

perate need for short and long
term placement of the severely
retarded children?

(2) If so, what action is he taking to
ensure further additions are made
to the day activity centres?

(3) Will the Minister further advise
what arrangements are made for
over aged children from the day
activity centres?

(1)
(2)

Yes.
Occupation is not anticipated
until late in first term.

18. EASTERN HILLS HIGH
SCHOOL

Enrolment Zone
Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is there a boundary containing

an area within which first, sec-
ond and third year students resi-
dent must attend Eastern Hills
high school?

(2) Would the Minister table a map
showing the western boundary of
such area?

(3) What are the present enrolment
figures for seventh grade at the
Koongarnia, Helena Valley and
Darlington primary schools?

250

(4) Is he further aware there Is no-
'where for these severely retarded
Young adults to go?

(5) If answer to (4) Is "Yes" are ar-
rangements In hand for an over
age centre, and when can It be
expected to be ready for occu-
pation?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) An adult day activity centre and

day-care centre are to be built
in Inglewood. and will provide
day facilities for up to 32 per-
sons at each unit. Tenders for
the construction of both centres
and a 36 bed hostel close on 27th
August, 1974. The estimated
completion date is December 1975.
The department plans to erect
another adult day activity centre
in Victoria Park when funds axe
available and is endeavouring to
acquire additional sites.

(3) No special day facilities are
available to date. Some adult
mental defective persons can be
accommodated at Swanbourne
Hospital.

(4) See answer to (3).
(5) See answers to (2) and (3).

17. THORNLIE HIGH
SCHOOL

Additional Classrooms
Mr BATEMAN. to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) in view of the extra increase in

numbers of fourth and fifth year
students at Thornlie high school.
are plans in preparation to
extend fourth and fifth year
Classrooms?

(2) If "Yes" will they be ready for
the 1975 school year?

Ur MENSAROS replied:
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Mr
(1)
(2)
(3)

MENSAROS replied:
Yes.
Map tabled herewith.
Grade seven enrolmnents
March, 1974-

Koongarmia-53
Helena Valley-13
Darlington-46

at

The map was tabled (see paper No.
146).

19. MIDLAND JUNCTION
RAILWAY WORKSHOPS

Parking Area
Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he aware of a. promise given

to the joint railway unions com-
mittee of the railway workshops
Midland that an adequate park-
ing area for all workers would be
provided on railway land?

(2) If (1) is "Yes" could he advise
when the facility will be pro-
vided?

(3) If (1) is "No" will he investigate
the position to ensure that ade-
quate parking facilities will be
provided by the department as,
soon as possible?

Mr
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:
to (3) The undertaking given in
respect to employee parking at
Midland was that the area fac-
ing Railway Parade from the
existing "park-n-train" area to
the front of the old station would
be improved. This work will be
completed by the end of August,
1974.

20. COLLIE HIGH SCHOOL
Downgrading

Mi' T. H. JONES, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:.

In view of the fact that the Min-
ister notified the Member for
Kalgoorlie in answer to a ques-
tion dated Thursday, 1st August,
1974, to the effect that the Colie
Senior High School had not been
downgraded-
(a) did not the Director-Gen-

eral of Education advise the
deputy principal of the
school in a letter dated 16th
May, 1974, that the Collie
Senior High School will be
reclassified in January 1975
and listed among the group
"C" schools;

(bi) in view of the anticipated in-
dustrial growth in the town,
will he give favourable con-
sideration to reverse the de-
cision to downgrade the
school?

Mr MENSASOS replied:
(a) Yes.
(b) The school has not been

downgraded.

21. DONNYBROOK-MUMBALLUP
ROAD

Widening
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

Will he advise whether a decision
has been made to widen the
Donnybrook-Murnballup road fol-
lowing numerous representations
made to him from organisations
in the area?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
It has not been Possible to allocate
funds in the 1974-75 programme,
but it is hoped to be able to make
an allocation, subject to Federal
approval, in 1975-75 for widening
the worst section of the road.

22. COAL
Rail Haulage: Collie-Ca pel

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

When will coal be transported
by rail Instead of road from Collie
to Capel?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Coal has been transported by rail
instead of road from Collie to
Capel since the week commencing
29th July, 1974.

23. STATE ELECTRICITY
COMIAUSSION

Inquiry into Administration
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) Further to question 52 dated 31st

July, 1914, and in view of the re-
quest for senior officers of the
SEC to provide candid comments
to the firm of consultants on '5EC
management, will the final
recommendation be made to him
personally?

(2) Will he kindly table the report
during the current Session of
Parliament?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) The individual opinions

voiced at interviews between the
consultants and senior officers
were strictly confidential between
the interviewee and the consult-
ants and will not be divulged to
the management.
The investigation Is being made
at the request of the State Elec-
tricity Commission executive for
its internal guidance. As such it
would be inappropriate to table in
Parliament.



352 [ASSEMBLY.]

24. STATE ELECTRICITY erment's decision to increase the
COMMISSION

Financial Results, and Loan Fund
Allocations

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) Will he advise if the State Mfee-

tricity Commission's finances dis-
close a marked improvement for
the period January to June 1974
in comparison with the period
July to December 1973?

(2) Would he indicate the amount of
profit or loss for the respective
periods mentioned in (1)?

(3) What were the amounts allocated
to the SEC from General Loan
Funds for the years 1968 to 1974
(inclusive) ?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Examination of the commission's

operating results over the past
four years shows that profits in
the January-June period are
always less than the July-Decem-
ber Period, i.e. the periods are not
equitably comparable. This is due
to demand for electricity being
greater in June, July and August
than other months.

(2) January-June, 1974 loss: $50 000
(estimated).

July-December.
$2 391 823.

1973 profit:.

(3) General loan fund allocation to
State Electricity Commission.
1967-1968 $4.25m.
1968-1969 $5.576mi.
1969-1970 $4.5m.
1970-1971 nil.
1971-1972 $3.652m.
1972-1973 $4.172m. (includes

$72 000 statistical transfer).
1973-1974 $2.467m.

NATURAL GAS
Increased Charges

Mr MAY. to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) Is he aware that the general

manager of the SEC publicly an-
nounced that-
(a) "whilst there would not be

an early decrease in natural
gas prices to the consumer
there certainly would not be
any increase"; and

(b) 'following the payment of
conversion costs in all prob -ability the price could de-
crease"?

(2) In view of these assurances will
he advise the reason for his Gov-

cost of natural gas to the con-
sumer?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The Public announcement per-

haps emanated from a meeting
convened by the State Electricity
Commission to brief members of
the media Prior to the intro-
duction of natural gas into Perth.
The impression which was given
that the introduction of natural
gas would stabilise gas prices and
could at some later stage even
allow a reduction to be made was
a statement of fact under the
economical conditions then con-
sidered normal. Directly as a re-
sult of the introduction of natural
gas it has been Possible to reduce
the domestic price of gas relative
to electricity from 66% before
natural gas to 46% on the latest
tariff.

(2) The gas prices were Increased due
to unusually large increases in
distribution, wages, material and
interest rates.

26. CANNING HIGHWAY,
A PPLECR OS S
Traffic Count

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Traffic:
Will he kindly Indicate details of
the latest traffic count regarding
vehicles entering Canning High-
way, Applecross, at Bleat Road
and Reynolds Road between the
hours of 7 a.m. and 9 am.?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Bleat Road:
Northbound

turning
vehicles
mantle.

traffic: 1246 vehicles
towards Perth; 31

turning towards Pre-

Southbound traffic: 219 vehicles
turning towards Perth; 77
vehicles turning towards Fre-
mantle.

Reynolds Road:
Northbound traffic: 1046 vehicles

turning towards Perth: 40
vehicles turning towards F're-
mantle.

Southbound
turning
vehicles
mantle.

27.

traffic: 23 vehicles
towards Perth; 53

turning towards Fre-

ElECTRICrrY SUPPLIES
Average Domestic Consumption

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

In connection with the State
Electricity Department's grid sys-*
tern, what is considered to be the
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average domestic consumption In
units and how is the average as-
sessed?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Statistics are kept separately for
the metropolitan and country
systems.
Metropolitan 3 617 units Per

annum.
Average consumption is cal-
culated by dividing total
number of domestic units
consumed under tariffs A.C.
and D. by the total number of
domestic consumers.

Country system: 2 244 units per
annum.
Average is calculated by div-
iding the total units con-
sumed under tariff D). and the
first step of tariff C. by assess-
ed total number of domestic
consumers.

TRADE UNIONS
Office Accommodation: Port Heddand

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Labour:
Will he advise what progress has
been made in obtaining suitable
office accommodation In Port
Hedland for the Trades and
Labor Council and other unions?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The Government is still investi-
gating the availability of office
space for unions in Port Hedland.

MINING
Battery Crushing Charges

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) Has he received a deputation

from the Leaseholders and Pros-
pectors Association regarding
proposed Increases in State bat-
tery crushing charges?

(2) If so, was the deputation success-
ful in convincing him that the
increases (approximately 200%)
were quite unjustified?

(3) If the increases are to remain,
bow will they be processed;, by
regulation or by Ministerial
action?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Yes.
NO.
Ministerial action pursuant to
regulation 3 of the regulations
made under the Mining Develop-
ment Act, 1902-1924, and published
in the Government Gazette, 24th
December, 1936.

30. LUPINS
Deputation and Statutory Board

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What Is the substance of the sub-

mission Put to him by a recent
deputation of lupin growers?

(2) Does the Government propose to
introduce legislation to set up a
statutory board for the sale of
lupins during the current Session
of Parliament?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) (a) White lupin growers of West-

ern Australia are overwhelm-
ingly In favour of grower con-
trolled statutory marketing
for lupins operative from the
1974-75 season.

(b) Sales to the local market be
exempt from the control of
the authority.

(c) There be more than one sel-
ling agent appointed by the
board.

(2) In view of the conflicting requests
received on one hand for total
statutory control, including intra-
state sales, and on the other for
only control of exports, a meet-
ing of all parties has been con-
vened.
Legislation would only be required
if the local market was to be
exempt from the control of a
statutory authority.

31 and 32. These questions mere postponed.

33. HILLMAN SCHOOL
Tenders

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) In view of his letter to me stating

that it was intended to begin con-
struction of Hillman primary
.school last month, can be please
supply the following informa-
tion-
(a) have any tenders for the con-

struction of the school been
received;

(b) what were they?
(2) Were the tenders rejected?
(3) If so-

(a) why;
(b) have further tenders been

called for?
(4) Has any date been set for the

beginning of construction of the
Hillmnan primary school?

Mr OZEIL replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) Two only at $512 200 and
$518 000.
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(2) Yes.
(3) (a) Considerably in excess of

estimates.
(b) Will be re-advertised on

Saturday, 10th August.
(4) No.

34. DISASTER RELIEF FUND
Flooding at Carnarvon

Mr LAURANCE, to the Premier:
(1) is it correct that an amount of

$10 000 was presented to the Lord
Mayor of Perth following the
winding up of the disaster relief
fund after the 1961 flood at Car-
narvon, as reported in the North-
ern Times of Thursday, 1st August,
1974?

(2) If so, would he indicate what fund
this amount was paid into?

(3) (a) Is the fund still in existence;
(b) if so, what is its present fin-

ancial situation;
(c) would any funds be available

for distribution for flood relief
at Carnarvon?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) An amount of $4 706 was paid to

the Lord Mayor of Perth.
(2) Permanent Lord Mayor Distress

Relief Fund.
(3) (a) Yes.

(b) Balance in hand 30/6/74-
$63 363.

(e) Approval would be required
of the committee controlling
the fund.

35. HEALTH
Venereal Infections Seminar

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Did the Government have an

official or unofficial representative
at the three day seminar on
venereal infections held in Adel-
aide 29th to 31st May, 1974?

(2) If so, who was (were) the repre-
sentative (s) ?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Dr Arthur Newnham was to re-

present the Health Department at
the seminar and had been invited
to read a paper. However the
seminar was cancelled.

(2) Answered above.

38. SCHOOLS AND HIGH
SCHOOLS

Septic Systems
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many schools are on septic

waste disposal systems?

(2) What is the annual cost of servic-
ig these systems?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) 75% (estimated),
(2) Servicing costs not shown sepa-

rately on Public Works Depart-
ment expenditure.

37. INDUSTRIAL STOPPAGES
Amending Legislation

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

Is it so that the Government pro-
poses to amend the Industrial
Arbitration Act so as to render
strikes lawful in last resort?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The particular matter has not
received the consideration of the
Government. However, It Is pro-
posed to review current indus-
trial legislation.

38. SETTLEMENT AGENCIES
Legislation

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:
(1) Does the Government intend to

introduce legislation for the pur-
pose of registering and regulating
settlement agencies?

(2) if "Yes" -
(a) will this legislation relate to

settlement agencies only or be
portion of a proposed land
agents or some other Act and,
if so, which;

(b) when?
(3) If "No" why?
Mr O0NEI= replied:
(1) Consideration is being given to the

Law Reform Commission Report
on the Review of the Land Agents
Act, which includes settlement
agencies, with a view to Introduc-
ing legislation in this Session of
Parliament.

(2) (a) The final form of the legisla-
tion has not yet been deter-
mined.

(b) Answered by (1).
(3) Not applicable.

39. MASSAGE PARLOURS, ESCORT
AGENCIES, AND B3ROTHELS

Number
Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many bogus--

(a) massage parlours;
(b) escort agencies,
are currently operating in the
metropolitan area?
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(2) How many brothels are currently
in the metropolitan area?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) There are a number of (a) mas-

sage parlours and (b) escort
agencies, which are suspected of
operating in association with pro-
stitution but until evidence Is
obtained which will sustain a pro-
secution and conviction, It is not
possible to say with certainty the
number which are genuine and
the number which are bogus.
The situation changes from day to
day, but the number at present
suspected is--
(a) massage parlours 4;
(b) escort agencies 15.

(2) Suspected 3.

4D. IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT
Appointment of Mr T. J. J. Smith

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Immi-
gration:
(1) Is it a fact that Mr T. J. J. Smith

was appointed to the position of
welfare officer with the State
Immigration Department in
December 1968?

(2) Was this appointment made as a
".special Ministerial appointment"
or was it made as a result of a
normal advertised vacancy in the
Public Service?

(3) Is it a fact that Mr Smith had
worked for Landalls prior to his
appointment to the position?

(4) What were the principal respon-
sibilities of this welfare officer
during his term of employment by
the Immigration Department?

(5) ]Is it a fact that Mr Smith was
recommended for appointment to
this position by-
(a) a director of Landalls;;
(b) the then acting sales manager

of Landalls?
(6) Is It his intention to make special

Ministerial appointments in the
future?

(7) When did the abovernentioned
welfare officer leave the employ-
ment of the State Immigration
Department?

(8) is he aware that Mr Smith re-
joined the staff of Landalls after
he left the State Immigration
Department?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Resulting from publicity given to

the establishment of Noalimba
Reception Centre, a number of
applications for employment were

41.

received. rollowing Interviews by
the State Migration Officer two
officers were employed as welfare
officers under authority delegated
by the Minister.

(3) Departmental interview records
indicate he was employed by
ADA Motors as a salesman with
previous employers being Landalls,
Collier Homes and Continental
motors.

(4) Assist and gnide migrants under
supervision of the Senior Welfare
Officer.

(5) Employment was recommended
by the department's interviewing
officer.

(6) The appointment referred to was
not a 'special', ministerial ap-
pointment. The three welfare of-
ficer positions are now items under
the Public Service Act.

(7) July, 1972.
(8) No mention was made of the em-

ploying firm in Mr Smith's letter
of resignation.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
BOUNDARIES

Royal Commission
Recommendation

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) What action does the Government

propose to take regarding the
findings and recommendations of
the Royal Commission of Inquiry
into Local Government Bound-
aries?

(2) When does he anticipate an-
nouncing the Government's inten-
tion in respect of this question?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Councils have been requested to

confer with each other on
recommendations contained in the
report of the Royal Commission
on metropolitan municipal boun-
daries, and to advise me of their
agreement or otherwise. The
Government's decision on any
action to be taken will depend on
the outcome of these discussions.

(2) After I have been advised by all
councils concerned in the above
discussions and I have consid-
ered any points of difference with
the councils concerned.

42. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Beach Buggies and Trail Bikes
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Con-
servation and Environment:
(1) Has the Government Investigated

the cffcct of beach buggies and/or
trail bikes on the environment,
particularly on sand dunes?
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(21 If so, what was the form of the
investigation?

(3) What recommendations were
made?

(4) What follow-up action is antici-
pated?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) on-site Inspections and a series

of extensive discussions with
interested sport users as well as
with representatives of the Police,
insurance agencies and those
general Government departments
involved with environmental
management.

(3) That such areas should be set
aside for the use of such all-ter-
rain recreational vehicles. Such
areas to be selected in consulta-
tion with the Department of En-
vironmental Protection and the
Soil Conservation Service of the
Agriculture Department.

(4) The matter is under renewed re-
view with personnel of the Com-
munity Recreation Council and
appropriate ministerial colleagues.

43. STOCK EXCHANGE
Investigation into Administration

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
Considering the evidence of Im-
proper placements of Poseidon
shares prior to the public
announcement of the assay results
at Windarra, as revealed by the
Senate Committee of Enquiry into
Securities and Exchange, and the
refusal of the Chairman of the
Perth stock exchange, Mr G. 1.
Hynam, to investigate the irregul-
arities, will the Premier carry out
an urgent investigation into the
administration of the Perth stock
exchange?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
A detailed study of the Report
of the Senate's Committee of En-
quiry into Securities and
Exchange has not been completed.
Should evidence of irregularities
be disclosed, the Government will
take appropriate action.

44. STOCK EXCHANGE
Misuse of Clients' Funds

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

To what degree Is there evidence
of brokers on the Perth stock
exchange using clients' funds for
their own sharedealing.

Mr O'NEIL replied:
I have no knowledge of evidence
that brokers on the Perth Stock
Exchange use clients' funds for
their own share dealing.

45. STOCK EXCHANGE
Supervisory Funct ions

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
What action has been taken or is
contemplated to improve the
supervisory functions of the stock
exchange which are clearly inade-
quate, as revealed in the report
of the Senate's Committee on
Securities and Exchange?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
A detailed study of the Report
of the Senate's Committee of En-
quiry into Securities and
Exchange has not been completed.
Unlke the Member, I am not
prepared to pre-judge the issue.
When the study is complete, the
Governent will decide what
action is required.

46, STOCK EXCHANGE
National Regulatory Authority

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
Will he co-operate with the Aus-
tralian Government, if called
upon, to assist in the establish-
ment of a national regulatory
authority to supervise the securi-
ties market?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Commonwealth Government
has not advised the State Goy-
ernnment of its intentions in re-
gard to the establishment of a
national regulatory authority to
supervise the securities market.
our only sources of information
to date are Press reports, and
therefore, no indication can be
given of the Government's atti-
tude until firm proposals have
been received.

47. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Cockburn Sound! Disc harge
oI Gypsum

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:
(1) With reference to question 9 of

30th July, part (l) (c) what
studies have been made In the
past 12 months upon the effect
of gypsum on plant and animal
life?

(2) What agency performed these
studies?

(3) What were the results of these
studies?
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Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Studies are currently being car-

ried out and until completed it
is considered premature to re-
lease results.

(2) Environmental Protection Auth-
ority, Department of Fisheries
and Fauna, Government Chemi-
cal Laboratories, Public Health
Department and consultants.

(3) Answered by (1).

48. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Cockburn Sound: Discharge of

Gypsum
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) Has CSBP ever been asked by the

Government to remedy alterations
in the sea bed caused by Its dis-
charge of gypsum into Coekburn
Bound (as laid down in section
27 (2) of the Industrial Lands
(Kwinana) Agreement Act)?

(2) If the answer is in the affirmative,
what were the results of these
requests?

(3) If the answer to (1) was in the
negative, why has there been no
request considering the undoubted
alterations made to the sea bed by
the continual deposition of
gypsum?

Mr MENSAROB replied:
(1) to (3) CSBP Is aware of its ob-

ligations under the Act. Reme-
dial action by the Fremantle Port
Authority has been deferred
pending the results of an inves-
tigation being carried out under
the direction of the Department
of Environmental Protection.

49. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Cock burn Sound: Discharge of
Heated Water

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:

With reference to the failure to
answer part (2) of question 8 of
30th July, 1974, what effect does
the discharge of heated water
have upon the environment of
Cockburn Sound, considering that
every alteration in the tempera-
tune of water must have an effect
upon the eco-systein?

Mr STEPHNS replied:
Part (2) of question 8 of 30th
July, 1974 is answered by refer-
ence to question 13 part (4) on
Page 51 of Hansard of 17th Nov-
ember, 1971 which states that the
heated water has no deleterious
effect on the sound.

50.

The best available evidence is that
the discharge of the hot water,
while it raises the temperature
in the near vicinity of the out-
falls, is of such small volume
compared to that of Cockburn
Bound that the temperature
rapidly reaches an equilibrium
with the natural temperature.
The Member will appreciate that
the natural temperatures also
vary with season.

HEALTH
Milk: Iodine Checks

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Considering the results of recent

tests for iodine 131 in cows' milk
in Queensland, will the Minister
treat as a matter of urgency the
need to obtain from the Aus-
tralian Government the most
recent results for Western Aus-
tralia?

(2) With reference to part (4) of
question 2 of 30th July, will the
Minister make available to Parlia-
ment the results of the analysis
of soil, rainfall and flour for radio-
activity for the week ended 26th
July?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes. A letter has been sent to

my colleague, the Federal Min-
ister for Health.

(2) Yes. The results of the analyses
of soil and flour by the Com-
monwealth Government are not
Yet available to me.
An analysis of rainfall for radia-
tion for the week ended 26th
July yielded 78.7 pico-curie gross
beta activity per kilo of water.

51. HEALTH
Breast Milk: Dieldrin Contamination

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) In view of the alarmingly high

degree of contamination of breast
milk by dieldrin, as indicated in
his answer to my question 2 of
30th July, why have only seven
samples been tested?

(2) Will the Minister take immediate
steps to see that a larger sampling
of breast milk is undertaken, so as
to overcome the invalidity in-
herent in such a small sample?

(3) As the range given in the answer
referred to above does not indicate
frequency, will the Minister supply
the mean and the standard devia-
tion for the samples of breast milk
analysed for DDT and dieldrln?
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Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) With the exception referred to in

my Previous answer, levels of diel-
drin in breast milk are low.

(2) Further samples have been taken.
(3) Excluding the sample from the

Northern Territory-
The mean DDT and metabolites

0.12; standard deviation
-:t 0.07.

The mean dieldrin 0.007; stand-
ard deviation -± 0.01.

52. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Swan River: Inducstrial Efluent

Mr A. H. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:
(1) What effects does the fine gypsum

discharged daily into the Swan
River near Bayswater have upon
the ecology of the river?

(2) What is contained in the "final
rinse water" discharged into the
Swan River at Belmont?

(3) What is the temperature of water
discharged into the Swan River
by the CSR at Mosinan Park and
by the State Electricity Commis-
Lion at East Perth?

(4) What does the "neutralised scrub-
ber" discharged by Cresco
Pertiliser into the Swan River
contain, and what is the PH of
this discharge?

(5) What analysis is made to sub-
stantiate the nature of the efflu-
ent referred to in (4) above?

(0) What are the components of the
treated tannery effluent which Is
discharged into the Swan River
near North Fremantle?

(1) How much liquid hydrocarbon is
contained In the discharge from
the Petrol and oil Interceptor
traps by the W.A. Government
Railways at Kewdale?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) The amount discharged is minor

and has no measurable or notice-
able effect on the river ecology.

(2) It is rinse water from bottle wash-
ing containing alkalinity adjusted
to acceptable levels of PH.

(3) CSR Mosman Park 430C.
East Perth Powerhouse 0-8*C
above river temperature when in
operation.

(4) It is rinse water from the scrubber
tower after neutralisation with
lime and settling of suspended
solids and contains a small

53.
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amount of calcium sulphate in
solution: PH to be maintained
between 5 and 8.

(5) The effluent is checked for pH,
total solids, suspended solids,
Phosphorus and fluoride.

(6) Soluble organic matter from the
tanning of leather, treated with
lime water.

(7) None as observed from routine
inspections by Swan River Con-
servation Board inspectors.

PROSTITUTON
Immunity from Prosecution

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Will he inquire as to whether

there are certain premises used
for the purpose of prostitution
given immunity from prosecution
while other similar premises are
continually being raided?

(2) Will he report the results of his
investigation to the House as a
matter of urgency?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Inquiries have been made,

and the position is that sus-
pected premises are raided on all
occasions where surveillance and
investigations indicate evidence
can be obtained.
Where it Is suspected males are
involved as procurers, this calls
for more weight of police in-
quiries.
No known premises are given Imn-
munity from prosecution.

HEALTH
Fisk: Testing for Pol yohlorinated

Biphenyl Compounds
Mr A. H. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

What method was used by the
laboratory to detect the presence
of polychlorinated biphenyl comn-
pounds in fish, referred to in part
(2) of question 11 of 30th July?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Method for PCB's involves two
analytical procedures which are
both official.
(a) Extraction and clean-up of

POD's from fish as per method
of U.S.A. Food & Drug Ad-
ministration's pesticides ana-
lytical manual 1071 sections
211 and 212.

(b) Method for separating PCB's
from DDT and its analogues
by Armour & Burke AOAC
journal vol. 53 No. 4, 1970.
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55. HEALTH
Atmospheric Pollution: Monitoring
Mr A. Ri. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Why is there no monitoring for

oxides of nitrogen at Medina?
(2) What is done to detect the pre-

sence of hydrocarbons including
the polynuclear aromatic hydro-
carbons in the atmosphere at
Medina and Perth?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Monitoring for oxides of nitrogen

Is of most interest in areas of high
traffic density. Traffic density at
Medina is low.

(2) Hydrocarbons are monitored on a
continuous basis at Perth. Poly-
nuclear aromatic hydrocarbons
are monitored in Perth streets
periodically. Neither are meas-
ured at Medina for the reason
given in the answer to question
(1).

56. TOY PISTOLS
Ban on Sale

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

What action has the Minister
taken to prevent the continued
sale of dangerous toy pistols
which fire plastic pellets anid
whose sale was attested to in
The West Australian of 24th July?

Mr RIDGE replied:
None. An investigation is being
made.

51. SHOPPING CENTRES
Lan gford Housing Project

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Housing:

Referring to his reply to my ques-
tion 17 of Tuesday, 6th August,
that no tenders were received to
lease and develop a shopping
centre at Langford-
(a) are further tenders to be

called;
(b) if so, when?

Mr ONEIL replied:
(a) Yes.
(b) When in the commission's

Judgment the economic clim-
ate would indicate some pro-
spect of reasonably satisfac-
tory proposals being received
from shopping developers.

58. COMPANIES OPFCE
Censure: Securities and Excharnge

Committee Report
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Is the Premier aware that the

Report of the Senate's Committee
of Enquiry into Securities and

59.

Exchange stated that the State
Companies Office should be cen-
suired for allowing unsuitable
companies to reach the public
market?

(2) If "Yes" what action has he taken
to correct the situation?

(3) If he has taken no action in the
matterA what is the reason for
their failure to act?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (3) A detailed study of the

Report of the Senate's Committee
of Enquiry into Securities and
Exchange has not been completed.
When it Is. either myself or the
responsible Minister will make
comment on the Senate commit-
tee's statements.

PROSTITUTION

Threats to Members of Parliament

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:

(1) Does he know If certain members
of the Parliamentary Liberal
Party have been approached by a
person known as Dorrie flatman
of 458 Beaufort Street, Highgate,
and who is notorious as the keeper
of premises for the purposes of
prostitution, threatening to
publish the names of certain Par-
liamentarians whom she alleges
were her clients, if police raids on
her premises at 25 Moore Street,
East Perth, were continued?

(2) If (1) is in the affirmative, will
the Premier investigate the matter
so as to ascertain whether there
has been a breach of Parliament-
ary privilege?

(3) Will the Premier report to the
House his conclusions as to
whether there has been a breach
of privilege as a matter of
urgency?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Any breach of Parlia-

mentary privilege is a matter for
either House to decide under its
Standing Orders and In accord-
ance with the Parliamentary Pri-
vileges Act.
If the Member has any reliable
information which suggests a
Member, or Members, have been
threatened, or Parliamentary
Privilege has in any way been
breached, I suggest he has a duty
to convey that to Mr Speaker so
that the matter can be dealt
with In an appropriate way.
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QUESTIONS (9): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. TRANSPORT WORKERS'
UNION

Government Employees: increased
Award Payment

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour:

I apologise for not giving the Min-
ister some notice of this question,
but It is fairly simple and I feel
sure he will be able to answer
"Yes" or "No". The question is-

Can the Minister tell me Wheth-
er it Is a fact that the State
Government is one of the prin-
cipal employers in Western
Australia who have already
approved the payment of $25.40
recently granted under the Fed-
eral Master Carriers' Award to
State Government employees
who are members of the 'Trans-
port Workers' Union?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I understand that this Is so.

2. IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT
Appointment of Mr T. J. J. Smith
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Imnmi-
ration:

Further to the answer he gave to
my question 40 on the notice
paper with Particular reference to
parts (2) and (6) which are close-
ly related, can the Minister tell
me whether there is a difference
between a special ministerial
appointment and appointments
made under authority delegated
by the Minister?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Definitely, there is a difference.
The Implication in the question
asked by the honourable member
was that this was a special an-
pointment. It was nothing of the
sort. It was made in the normal
manner under authority delegated
by the Minister.

3. HEALTH
Fish: Toxicity Tests

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) With reference to question 38 of

the 6th August, Part (4), when
will the report referred to in that
answer be available?

(2) When it is available, will the
Minister table the results?

(3) Why cannot the House be noti-
fled of the preliminary results of
the analyses considering that

some of the tests were
long as 18 months ago,
considering that this is
of vital public concern?

made as
and also
a matter

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Within three months.

(2) A decision will be made when the
report is completed.

(3) The report will include an assess-
ment of the significance of the
results and suggest future action.
Since the survey is a pilot study
only, publication of the results
now without this assessment
would serve no purpose.

4. TRANSPORT WORKERS'
UNION

Private Industry: Increased
Award Payment

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour:

Following the answer the Minister
gave me a moment ago which
indicates the State Government
has agreed to pay the flow-on of
$25.40 to its own employees, does
the minister agree that this has
now set the pace in Western
Australia for private employers to
follow and has, therefore, given
them a lead as to what action
they should take?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Definitely not. All other State
Governments have accepted this
because it is an agreement which
has already been entered into.
and the State Government had no
alternative but to abide by that
agreement.

5. HEALTH
Venereal Diseases: Cases

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Health:

Will he advise the number of in-
dividual cases of venereal disease
reported in Western Australia for
the years 1964 to 1974 inclusive?

Mr RIDGE replied:
The number of cases of venereal
disease notified to the Department
of Public Health from 1964 to
1970 were-

1964 ..
1965
1966
1967 ..
1968 ..
1969 ..
1970 ..

403
462
'710
839
'779

1 028
1 328
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HIGH SCHOOL

Dianella

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) With reference to question 53 of
the 1st August, what has caused
the apparent diminution in the
demand for a high school in
Dianella, as revealed by the dis-
crepancy between the answer to
the above question and the ans-
wer to my question 9 of the 24th
October, 1973?

(2) As the predicted total enrolment
for 1975 for the Balga, Morley,
Mirrabooka, John Forrest, and
Mt. Lawley Senior High Schools is
in the vicinity of 600 over that
for 1973, how can it be claimed
that there is no need for a
Dianella high school?

(3) Does the fact that the Court
Government does not see the need
for such a high school in contrast
to the clear intention of the Ton-
kin Government to build one,
indicate that the needs of educa-
tion are being downgraded?

(4) How is the decision to increase
the enrolments at the Balga,
Morley, Mirrabooka, John Forrest.
and Mt. Lawley Senior High
Schools, rather than ease the
burden by building a high school
at Dianella, consistent with the
Government's stated aim to en-
sure that high schools have a
maximum of 1 000 students and
senior high schools a maxinum of
only 400 students?

The SPEAKER: Is this a question
without notice?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It is technically
without notice, but it was phoned
through to the minister's office
this morning.

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Since the Minister for Education
has not advised me either of
the honourable member having
phoned the question through or
of the answer which is to be
given, and as his statement will
now be duly recorded in the
Press, I ask the honourable mem-
ber to put the question on the
notice paper.

The SPEAKER: This question is
legitimate if the honourable mem-
ber expected the Information to
be obtained and the answer given
by the Minister representing the
Minister for Education, but it is
not legitimate If this method Is
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being used as a device to get the
question on the notice Paper for
tomorrow.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: It was phoned
through.

PUBLIC SERVICE

Appointments. Authority

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
My question arises from an
answer given this afternoon by
the Minister for Labour and lIm-
migration. His answer suggests
that appointments of civil servants
can be made by the Public
Service Hoard, by Ministers as
ministerial appointments, and by
other persons. Is it so that
Persons other than the Public
Service Board or a Minister may
make appointments to the Public
Service?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I will certainly have the Leader
of the Opposition's question re-
searched, but I would say that
this was not my understanding
of the answer given by the Mini-
ster.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: He said he dele-
gated authority.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I thought he
was distinguishing between a
ministerial appointment by a
Minister and a special ministerial
appointment, in trying to satisfy
the curiosity of the member for
Ascot. I must say that the Leader
of the Opposition's understand-
ing of the answer given is differ-
ent from mine.

8. IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT
Appointment of Mr T. J. J. Smitht

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Imn-
migration:

Further to the answer he has
already given; as the appoint-
ment was made under authority
delegated by the Minister, does
the Minister, in those circum-
stances, bear the responsibility
for that appointment?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Of course. The point I want to
emphasise is that it was not a
special ministerial appointment;
it was an appointment made in
the normal way. All such ap-
pointments are made by the
department as a consequence of
authority delegated by the Mini-
ster. This is the normal situation.

Mr 3. T. Tonkin: Did you make it, or
somebody else?
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9. HEALTH

venereal Diseases: cases

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Health:

I would like to refer to the ques-
tion without notice which I asked
the Minister concerning the indi-
vidual cases of venereal disease
for the yeara 1964 to 1974 inclu-
sive. As the answer contains
information only till 1910 will the
Minister kindly supply the infor-
mation for the additional period?

Mr RIDGE replied:
I read the answer prepared for
me which refers to the period
1964 to 1970 inclusive, but I will
be happy to obtain the additional
information sought by the hon-
ourable member and it will be
conveyed to him.

SUPPLY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

WHEAT MARKETING ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE

BILL
Second Reading

MR MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall-Min-
ister for Agriculture) [5.17 p.m.] I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Before members is a Bill the purpose of
which is to provide for the continuance of
the Wheat Marketing Act for a further
five years.

The present Act, which is due to expire
on the 31st October this year, was orig-
inally passed in 1947 because of the un-
certainty regarding the marketing of wheat
which, at that time, came under the De-
fence Act.

To provide for this uncertainty, the Act
made provision for the marketing, sale.
and disposal of wheat, and to constitute
a Western Australian wheat marketing
board should the need arise. It has, how-
ever, never been used, for the reason that
since 1947, as a, result of agreement
between the States on common policy,
the wheat industry stabilisation scheme
came Into being and has been in opera-
tion ever since.

Should the occasion ever arise where
the State needs to Implement its own
legislation this Act will provide the nec-
essary machinery to put the plan Into
effect immediately and, in this light, It Is
viewed by the Government to be a wise
Precautionary measure.

Members would be fully aware of the
value to this State of the wheat industry
which runs into many millions of dollars
each year, and for an industry of this
magnitude the Government considers It
Is necessary to afford it the protection
the Act offers with a properly constituted
and organised marketing body.

The wheat Industry stabilisatlon scheme
which is currently in effect has prevented
any need to bring the Act Into operation.
It Is anticipated that the wheat stabilisa-
tion legislation, which will be submitted to
Parliament in this session, will similarly
preclude the need for the provisions of
the Wheat Marketing Act to be used.

Nevertheless, it seems wise to provide
for any breakdown of that legislation
which could conceivably be caused by the
repeal of the relevant legislation within
one or more State Parliaments, If unex-
pected problems arose with the wheat
stabilisation arrangements.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Mr Jamieson: Good socialistic legisla-

tion,
Mr McPharlin: orderly marketing.
Mr Jamnieson: What is the difference?
Mr MePharlin: Do you not know?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Mclver,

PAY-ROLL TAX ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) [5.20 P.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Before I Proceed with the text of my re-
marks on the Bill I would like to take this
opportunity, being the first appropriate
occasion, to congratulate the new members
on their election to thIs Chamber. It is
good to see that we have a very strong
influx of Young men, many of them with
high educational qualifications. I believe
ti-at the Parliament will be stronger, over
the years, because of the wide range of ex-
perience that is brought into this House;
after all, that is what it is all about here.
I congratulate those new members and
assure them that we look forward to their
contributions.

Having congratulated you, Mr Speaker,
at the appropriate time, I now con gratu-
late the Chairman of Committees. I know
he will do a good job. He is a very con-
scientious member of this Chamber.

Might I also extend congratulations to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition on
his promotion, and also those members of
the Opposition who were promoted to the
shadow Cabinet. Long may they shadow
us!
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Mr Jamieson: Same are not very far
away.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is not for me
to warn them but if they ever get in to
the situation where they have to form a
Government there will be some heartburn-
ing on the Part of those members who
thought they had pre-empted certain pos-
itions because they were shadow Ministers.
I have seen that happen in the Federal
Government. However, I extend my con-
gratulations to them.

The purpose of this small measure is to
raise the rate of pay-roll tax by one-half
of a per cent. Currently the rate is 41 per
cent end it is charged on taxable wages.
This Bill proposes to raise this rate to 5
Per cent on and from the 1st. September.
1974.

The proposed legislation arises from the
recent Premiers' Conference at which the
Commonwealth refused to provide suffic-
ient funds to meet the States' essential
hudgetary needs.

All of the State Premiers presented
sound cases for increasing the general
Purpose rants to help in maintaining the
existing level of essential community
services in the States of Australia. How-
ever, the Prime Minister was adamant that
there would be no additional help and
thus threw the States back on their own
constitutionally limited resources to raise
the revenue required.

I do not need to elaborate on the serious
financial plight in which the State finds
itself as a result of the current rampant
inflation. Already this is clear from the
steps that have had to be taken in the
areas of charges for fares and freights,
water supplies, hospital fees, and the like.

As a consequence of the Common-
wealth's unrelenting attitude, the Prem-
iers 'were forced to seek further -ways and
means of reducing expenditures and rais-
ing substantial additional revenue. For our
Part we had, prior to the conference,
taken steps to reduce expenditure as far
as is practicable consistent with maintain-
ing a reasonable level of service.

Currently we are seeking additional
ways of Improving efficiency to further
reduce outlays. However, It is clear that,
despite our best efforts In this direction,
we are still left with a record gap between
revenue and expenditure arising, as I have
stated, from the uncontrolled inflation
which, on the latest official figures; releas-
ed, Is continuing at an unprecedented
rate.

All other States have found themselves
In a similar situation and, therefore, re-
luctantly agreed at the Premiers' Confer-
ence, to Increase pay-roll tax to 5 per cent
as one means of raising some of the
required revenue as from the ist Septem-
ber, 1974.

As I informed the House when Introduc-
ing the Supply Bill, the Premiers have
made a renewed approach to the Prime

Minister asking him to reconsider his Goy-
erment's attitude. If he continues to
reject the State's claim for a share of the
Commonwealth Government's Inflated In-
come tax receipts, the States will have no
alternative but to seek additional sources
of revenue.

Normally, Increases of this kind would
be Introduced following the Budget but, In
this case, the time factor is such that it
must precede the Budget. As the common
operating date throughout Australia Is to
be the 1st September, It was essential that
this Bill be Introduced at the earliest poss-
ible moment.

It is desirable for all of the States to
commence at a uniform date because quite
a number of firms are engaged in inter-
state operations and a common date will
avoid confusion, administrative problems,
and expense to taxpayers.

Pay-roll tax is paid on returns from em-
ployers of wages paid during a preceding
period. Although arrangements are made
for certain categories of employers to lodge
returns for longer periods, returns are
generally lodged monthly.

Therefore, the September return will be
due early In October, In these circumn-
stances, if the increase is to operate
smoothly, the latest date for assent to the
legislation is early in September-and pre-
ferably In August. This will allow suffi-
cient time for the State Taxation Depart-
ment to make the necessary changes to
Its forms, and notify all taxpayers of the
new requirements.

The Government is not happy about
raising the rate of pay-roll tax which, in
itself, is obviously inflationary. In fact, I
would go so far as to say I have no en-
thusiasm for this form of taxation at any
time. Nevertheless, because of the Com-
monwealth's attitude to State financial
problems and the limited taxation field
open to States, I have no alternative but
to join with my fellow State Premiers and
recommend the increase to Parliament.

Mr T. D. Evans: When we were in
government we had no alternative but to
introduce measures, either.

Sir CHARLES COURT: However, it is
the Government's intention, in conform-
ity with the election promise made, to take
action to moderate the effect of pay-roll
tax In certain oases. I will provide further
information on this proposal when intro-
ducing the Budget. That Is the more ap-
propriate time to deal with this part of
the matter.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: How will you do that?
Will it be done by administrative action or
by legislation?

Sir CHARLES COURT: By legislation.
But, as I have said, the details will be
supplied when we Introduce the Budget.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: We can expect a
further Bill, then, to amend this Act.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: There will be a
Bill to provide f or any concessions which
are going to be given and, as I said In my
election speech, we promised we would
examine ways and means of giving some
relief. I cannot be specific about what Is
Intended but when I introduce the Budget
I will explain the position. I can anticip-
ate this much: I believe the way of
handling the situation wfi be by way of
a separate Bill but I cannot be definite
about Its final form. it has yet to be
drafted and the taxation machinery has
Yet to be studied. It could be done by a
Bill whereby any concessions are by rebate
under a Statute and not built into the pay-
roll tax legislation Itself.

However, I cannot be specific as to how
It will be handled. In Victoria the full
tax has to be raised and then a rebate
given, but I1 am not suggesting we winl
necessarily follow that procedure. In that
State an employer has to put In a return
and he Is responsible under the parent
Act for the full amount of tax. Then, In
accordance with the system In that State,
rebates are granted to the extent that the
Statute permits. Answering the point which
the Leader of the Opposition is worried
about, nothing will be done by administra-
tion beyond the discretion which will be
written Into the Act.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: But in your notes you
have made an estimate of your anticipated
revenue from this source. Have you taken
Into consideration the rebates which you
have in mind?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The point I was
trying to get across was that when we do
bring down legislation dealing with these
concessions, and the machinery for them,
we will deal fully with them as a separate
budgetary Item. In the meantime I have
estimated the amount of tax expected on
the full 5 per cent basis for the unexpired
part of this year, and for the next full
year, bearing in mind-as the Leader of
the opposition will agree-that because of
the inflation situation It would be ex-
pected that the amount of income from
the pay-roll tax at the end of the year
would be In excess of any estimate made
on today's wage basis.

The net Increased revenue which we
estimate will be yielded for part of the
year in 1974-75 is $4.5 million and for a
full year the figure calculated on a cor-
responding basis will be $6 million.

Although the ross yield will be greater
than the figures lust quoted, it must be
remembered that pay-roll tax is paid by
Government departments and authorities
financed from the Consolidated Revenue
Fuknd. Consequently, there will be some off -
setting increase In the votes of departments
which must be taken into account in cal-
culating the net gain from this measure.

When members see the Estimates and
read the parent Act, they will find that

Government departments and Instrumen-
talities actually have a charge levied
against them for the tax, but, of course,
it is a plus and minus figure for all prac-
tical purposes in most cases.

To summnarise my comments, this Bill
is necessary to raise part of the essen-
tial revenue required to maintain satis-
factory levels of community service. It is
introduced only because the Common-
wealth refuses to assist with the States'
financial problems. Given the limited re-
sources of the States, no satisfactory al-
ternative is open to the Government. All
States have indicated that they will im-
pose the same Increase and, of course,
from the same date.

I thould explain that we are introducing
a number of Bills at this stage so that we
are ready to proceed with the legislation
when the Address-in -Reply is completed.
In this way the Opposition will be given
ample opportunity to study the legislation.

With these explanations and comments,
I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on) motion by Mr J.
T. Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition).

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Police) (5.32 p..J I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill contains four amendments to the
Police Act, all of which are unrelated.

The first amendment concerns the
authority of the Police to fingerprint and
photograph arrested persons. Until 1972
it was the established practice of the Po-
lice Department to obtain these records
under the provision of the prison regula-
tions. However, in that year this practice
was challenged and the court ruled the
prison regulations could apply only to per-
sons committed to prison and not to per-
sons who had not been sentenced. This
meant that persons under arrest did not
have to submit to being fingerprinted and
photographed, and since that time it has
been possible to fingerprint only those
personsq who were prepared to submit to
it voluntarily.

Mr Hartrey: Or kidded into doing so
whilst in custody.

Mr O'CONNOR: If one wants to put it
that way, this Probably happened some-
times.

As a result there has been a consider-
able reduction in the number of prints
taken with aL consequent deterioration in
the completeness and Possibly the accur-
acy of police records. It is very important
that correct criminal records be main-
tained for production in court.

Fingerprinting is the only positive
means of identification, and without it In-
correct or incomplete information Could
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be recorded against any particular idi-
vidual and the court misled as to his pre-
vious criminal history.

The other Important factor is of course
that almost certainly since the Judgment
was handed down, criminals wanted for
arrest or questioning have escaped arrest
or Interrogation by refusing to submit
,voluntarily to having their fingerprints
taken to establish their true identity.
Normally anyone who has nothing to
worry about would submit to fingerprint-
Ing.

All the other States have some form of
legislation authorising the police to finger-
print and to photograph arrested persons.
The legislation before the House Is mould-
ed on that currently In force In New South
Wales.

The present position In Western Aus-
tralia In regard to fingerprints Is frustrat-
ing to the police and helpful to the crim-
inal. I believe this position should be
rectified. Take the recent "pack rape" of
a helpless 20-year-old mentally retarded
virgin. It Is a classic example of what
can happen If the embargo remains.

This girl's capacity to describe her
assailants was limited because of her
retarded mental condition, and the Iden-
tity of her attackers might well have re-
mained a mystery if the fingerprints of
one of the group had not been on record.
The police were able to obtain a further
print from a bottle at the scene of the
crime.

In a recent murder investigation, finger-
prints were taken at the scene. An offend-
er was strongly suspected of having com-
mitted the offence, and although he
appeared in the criminal records with
prior convictions, he had not been finger-
printed previously. Consequently, it was
not until he was finally apprehended that
comparison of his fingerprints revealed
them to be Identical with those taken at
the scene of the crime. Had he been
fingerprinted for the prior convictions, a
great deal of Investigation time would
have been avoided as a result of finger-
print comparisons when he was first sus-
pected. I might add that If fingerprints
were taken of people apprehended in this
way, there is no doubt that many crim-
inals who have escaped detection would
have been brought before the courts.

An offender was recently convicted
under a different name for the offence of
driving under the influence of liquor. He
was treated as a first offender for this type
of offence, whereas he had a prior con-
viction. This necessitated proceedings to
rectify the mandatory penalty. Since the
embargo on fingerprinting numerous in-
stances of this nature have occurred.

Recently a part-Aboriginal was charged
In the Perth Police Court with the offence
of driving with an excess of .08 per cent
alcohol in his blood, and also with being
an unlicensed driver. He was fingerprint-
ed on this occasion, but he gave the name

and personal description of another part-
Aboriginal who was subsequently appre-
hended on warrant for nonpayment of the
fines, This man denied having been con-
victed, and it was not until he volunteered
his fingerprints that It was established that
he was not in fact the offender. This is
an example which ilustrates the need for
fingerprinting. Had the offender not been
fingerprinted for the offence no doubt the
wrong person would have been detained
on the warrant.

A person was charged by the narcotic
bureau on fingerprint evidence as a result
of his fingerprints being developed on a
parcel of narcotics which came through
the post. His fingerprints were not taken
and this resulted in an old set being used
again in evidence. This is another in-
stance of a case of a possible appeal
against conviction.

A complaint was received from the Pro-
bation and Parole Board that information
was supplied to the court that a person
was not known at criminal records where-
as this person had admitted a. prior
offence. The reason for this was that the
offender used a wrong name. She was
recorded at criminal records under an-
other name. Had her fingerprints been
taken, this mistake would not have occur-
red.

Frequent requests are received from the
Australian National Central Bureau for
the supply of fingerprints, photographs,
and criminal records of offenders convic-
ted in this State for drug offences for
transmission to the Secretary-General of
the international police organisation to
complv with international recording pro-
cedures.

In the circumstances until appropriate
legislation is created, it will not be poss-
ible to comply with these requests except
in cases where the offenders' fingerprints
and photographs are already on file or
where the offender is actually sentenced
as a prisoner.

in addition, It is -utterly impossible to
comply with the requirements of the courts
to supply accurate records; attempts are
made to meet police court daily require-
ments by name checks of the persons listed
to appear. It could never be expected that
efficient service will be rendered by this
procedure and with the passing of time, no
doubt, offenders will become more con-
scious that fingerprints are not required
to be taken and seize upon this opportunity
to hide their Identities by using different
names.

As a result of the present embargo on
fingerprinting and photographing of
offenders, we are unable to utilise effect-
ively the facilities of the Australian Central
Fingerprint Bureau In New South Wales
to obtain Eastern States convictions of
persons who are to appear before the courts
in this State. Nor are we able to obtain
accurate Information from overseas
sources In respect of the antecedents and
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records of offenders. There is no doubt in
my mind that as a consequence many
offenders are appearing in our courts as
first offenders when in all Probability they
have either previous convictions In this
State under a different name or they have
prior Eastern States or overseas convic-
tions.

Surely It is our job to see that criminals
are apprehended and that the public are
properly protected. I believe this legisla-
tion is necessary if we are to achieve these
two aims.

Before passing to the next clause of the
Bill, I want to make It very clear that the
legislation provides that the fingerprints
and photograph of an arrested person who
is subsequently acquitted by the court must
be destroyed In his Presence if he so
requests.

Mr Hartrey: Ever heard about Xerox?
Mr O'CONNOR: The honourable memi-

ber no doubt will tell us about this at a
later stage.

Mr Hartrey: I will.
Mr O'CONNOR: The second amend-

ment refers to a section which dlscrixnin-
ates against Aborigines and this one was
overlooked when other discriminatory leg-
islative provisions were repealed. This par-
ticular section makes It an offence for any-
one other than a native to lodge with
natives.

I understand that there have been in-
stances In the Eastern States where some-
what similar provisions have applied In
the past. Part-Aborigines-that Is, people
who are not defined as Aborigines because
of the preponderance of their white an-
cestry-were convicted of an offence under
these Provisions for living with their Abo-
riginal relatives. This Is not likely to occur
today, but the legislation is redundant
and should be repealed.

Section S0A (3) of the Police Act pro-
vides that where a person Incurs costs in
respect of an Investigation, inquiry, or
search, made as a result of a false state-
ment, that person may claim reimburse-
ment of his costs from the person who
made the false statement.

Obviously, the Police Department
should receive the most benefit from this
section as Its officers are often put to
considerable time and expense In follow-
ing up false reports. However, the court
has ruled that the Police Department can-
not legally be defined as a person and that
any claim by the department must fall on
that ground. It Is proposed, therefore, that
the Act be amended to correct this an-
omaly.

The final clause relates to the validity
of an analyst's certificate as prima fadie
evidence in a court of law. The court has
ruled that in the case of prosecutions
under the Police Act, an analyst's certific-
ate is not admissible as Prima facie evid-

ence of the description or identification
of the exhibit received for analysis. Thus
the analyst must appear in person to give
oral evidence of the results of his analysis.
The disadvantages of such a procedure are
evident and have already been recognised
In the Traffic Act which specifically spells
out that an analyst's certificate may be
accepted as Prima fadie evidence in pros-
ecutions under the Traffic Act. The
clause in the Bill proposes to amend the
Police Act to bring It into line with the
Traffic Act.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr T.

H. Jones.

OFFICIAL ]PROSECUTIONS
(DEFENDANTS' COSTS)
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister

for Works) [5.43 P.m.]I: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill proposes to amend the Official
Prosecutions (Defendants' Costs) Act of
1973. That Act was introduced into this
Parliament by the then Attorney-General
in September of last year. It was supported
by the then opposition and, in fact, the
Government of the day accepted two
amendments moved by the member for
Floreat, now the Minister for Industrial
Davelopment, on behalf of the Opposition.
The Bill received Royal assent on the 6th
November of that year.

Members can appreciate, of course, that
this is a relatively new Statute. Particu-
larly for the benefit of new members I
feel it is important to explain the purposes
of the parent Act.

A reference to the appropriate speeches
made during the passage of the original Bill
will give niembers the idea of some of its
specific provisions, but in general it can
be said to be an Act which allows the pay-
ment of ccsts to defendants who have had
charges against them dismissed.

The parent Act includes a discretionary
saving section; namely, section 8. By virtue
of this section. inter alia, a defendant Is
not as of right entitled to costs if the
charge is dismissed under section 669 of
the Criminal code or under section 26 of
the Child Welfare Act.

Section 669 of the Criminal Code deals
with what are termed "first offenders". A
court may be convinced that an offence has
in fact been committed. However, because
it is a first offence, that court may decide
not to record a conviction and the charge
is dismissed. In these circumstances mem-
bers can well appreciate that in the
majority of such cases costs should not be
paid to the defendant.
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Section 26 of the Child Welfare Act pro-
vides a similar consideration in respect of
juniors,

Attention has recently been drawn to
relevant sections of other Acts which are
considered to be of such a nature as to
warrant their inclusion In the saving sec-
tion of the parent Act.

The Bill has been prepared to amend
section 6 of the Official Prosecutions
(Defendants' Costs) Act, 1973, to provide
for those inclusions on which I shall make
certain comments.

Section 34 of the Child Welfare Act
applies where a child is found guilty of an
offence punishable by imprisonment, and
section 34B of that Act applies where a
child is found guilty of an offence which is
not punishable by imprisonment.

Under paragraph (b) of section 34 and
paragraph (a) of section 34B the court is
empowered to dismiss the charge if the
parent, in accordance with the court's
order gives security for the child's good
behaviour. Under paragraph (c) of section
34 and paragraph (b) of section 34B the
court is empowered to dismiss the charge
if a near relative undertakes to punish
the child. It is considered that under such
circumstances an accused should not be
entitled to costs as of right.

Section 137 of the Police Act states--
A justice or Justices shall not be

bound to convict if the offence proved
shall, in the opinion of such justice or
justices, be of so trivial a nature as
not to merit punishment.

It could be argued of course that, if the
offence was too trivial to merit punishment,
the charge should not have been brought
and the defendant should therefore be
entitled to his costs.

Mr Hartrey: Exactly!
Mr O'NEIL: I anticipated the honour-

able member. On the other hand the
trivial nature of the offence may not have
been apparent before the trial and the
Prosecution may have acted reasonably In
bringing the charge.

On balance it is also considered that in
this case an accused should not be en-
titled to his costs as of right and that
section 137 of the Police Act should be
included in the discretionary award of
costs section.

Subsection (1) of section 16 of the Edu-
cation Act makes it an offence for a par-
ent to fail to cause his child to attend
school, but under subsection (1a) of that
section the court may refrain from record-
ing a conviction if the parent. gives secur-
ity for the child's regular attendance.
Similarly under subsection (3) of section
17A of that Act the Court may refrain
from recording a conviction against a
child for truancy if the parent gives secur-
ity for the child's regular attendance. It

is considered that In these cases also the
accused should not be entitled to his costs
as of right.

These evident anomalies were referred
to and examined by the Law Reform Com-
mission which agreed with the desirability
of including them in the discretionary
saving clause.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Bertram.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister

for Labour and Industry) [5.50 p.mn.): I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This is a Bill to make metric conversions,
where necessary, in the principal Act. The
purpose in making amendments to this
Act rather than under the Metric Conver-
sion Act, is to ensure the amendments are
more clearly brought to the attention of
those affected by them. The amendments
are few in number and mainly concern
deletion of the term "bushel" and con-
version of expressions of content of liquor
ink vessels from imperial to metric terms.

I shall explain the amending clauses.
Clause 3: This deletes section 20 of the

Act which states that in any contract of
sale by the bushel of articles mentioned In
schedule D--clause 6 deletes this schedule
as well-the bushel shall be determined by
weighing and schedule D sets down the
weight for each bushel of some 20 differ-
ent items which in reality is the conver-
sion of eight gallons volumetric dry meas-
ure which is a bushel-for example, wheat,
60 lb. barley, 50 lb. and oats 40 lb, etc.

Four grain and seeds Acts of Western
Australia were amended in the 1973 ParlI-
ornent to express terms in metric units.
Payment to the grower is now on the basis
of per tonne and storage and handling
charges are likewise. The bushel has
therefore become obsolete and grain pro-
ducts will be sold by weight in tonnes or
kilograms. The National Standards Com-
mission has indicated that the term
bushel still Is a legal unit of measurement
under the Commonwealth Weights and
Measures (National Standards) Regulla-
tions but by the end of 1975 it should
cease to remain so. The Crown Solicitor
has also indicated that the deletion of sec-
tion 20 and schedule D will not affect con-
tracts currently in existence. South Aus-
tralia has already deleted references to
the bushel in its similar legislation.

Clause 4: This clause provides for the
conversion in subsection (5) of section 21
of the Act, of a table of minimum quan-
tities to be contained in beer vessels of'
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common description. The proposals are
rounded conversions and are acceptable to
the industry.

Three of the vessels--that is, hogshead
(52 gallons), barrel (35 gallons), and half-
hogshead (26 gallons)-are no longer used
In the industry and have not been In-
cluded in the converted table. However they
are still Commonwealth legal units of
measure although their deletion as such
could occur by the end of 1915. It Is
proposed to retain the expression, "kilder-
kin", In a descriptive sense as requested
by the Industry. It is a Commonwealth
legal unit of measure and the rounded
converted expression for contents In litres
merely provides a permitted tolerance for
filling the container and the sale of h
contents.

Clause 5: The clause amends subsection
(2) of section 29 to convert 20 miles to
30 kilomnetres. This Is a rounded figure-
actual is 32 kllometres--but rounding off
will cause no Inconvenience. The section
allows exemption to be given to the veri-
fication of weighing and measuring instru-
ments every two years, subject to con-
ditions, where they are situated at a dis-
tance greater than that mentioned, 30
kilometres from the office of an inspector.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Harman.

BILLS (2): MESSAGES
Appropriations

Messages from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriations
for the purposes of the following Bills--

1. Wheat Marketing Act Amendment
and Continuance Bill.

2. official Prosecutions (Defendants'
Costs) Act Amendment Bill.

ADDRESS-I[N-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 6th August,
on the following motion by Mrs Craig-

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to-

May It please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR LATJRANCE (Qascoyne) [5.55 p.m.]:
Mr Speaker, It is with a great deal of
pleasure that I rise to speak for the first
time In this House and to support the
motion moved with such charm and grace

by the member for Wellington. I wish to
add my sincere congratulations to those
already received by you, Mr Speaker, onl
your elevation to the lofty position you
now occupy. You have given ample evid-
ence In the first few days of this Twenty-
eighth Parliament of the sense of justice
and impartiality with which you will pre-
side over the conduct of this House. I
wish to extend congratulations also to all
other members elected to high offices in
this Parliament. I am sure they will carry
out their duties with distinction. I offer
my thanks to the members of the staff of
Parliament House for the welcome they
have accorded me and the wonderful
asistance they have all been so quick to

provide. I1 offer best wishes and congratu-
lations to all fellow new members of this
Parliament on both sides of the House and
look forward with pleasure to being as-
sociated with them in the future.

Sir, to become a member of Parliament
brought me a great deal of personal sat-
isfaction, as it was the realisation of an
ambition that I have harboured for many
years and now, on the first occasion that
I speak in this House, I wish to acknow-
ledge my Indebtedness to a number of
members, both past and present, who have
encouraged me and nurtured this amnbi-
tion. I should like to commence with you,
Mr Speaker. It is 17 years since I walked
the two streets from my parents' home in
Cottesloe to your home and You counselled
mne with regard to embarking on aL career
in the teaching profession. I sought this
counsel following your own experience In
that direction before you came to this
House. Your interest and friendliness on
the many occasions we have met during
the Intervening years have been a con-
stant source of encouragement.

I acknowledge indebtedness and pay tri-
bute to the late Mr C. C. Perkins. who was
the Minister for Transport, Police, Labour,
and Native Welfare in the early days of
the Brand Government. As a very young
man at the time, I was associated with
his family and he invited me to this House
on a number of occasions to be his guest
and to listen to the debate. I also wish to
place on record a debt of gratitude to my
lather-in-law, the Eon. G. W. Berry, one
of the members for Lower North Province,
for his continuing interest and encourage-
ment over recent years. There are Many
others, including the Hon. Sir David Brand,
the Hon. Arthur Griffith and the Hon. Ian
I'edcalf, to whom I am indebted. To themn
ail, I otfer my heartfelt thanks.

in looking ahead-presumnably, In this
business, one can never tell how far ahead
to lock-I will be hoping to gain a meas-
ure of both the statesmanlike vision dis-
played by my Premier and the political
longevity of the Leader of the Opposition.
I wish to express warm and sincere thanks
to the area of Gascoyne and Its people
who elected me. I am deeply honoured by
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the faith and confidence shown In me by
the electors of Gascoyne and I assure
them I will be unstinting in my efforts to
Justify that faith and confidence.

The area has been particularly good to
me since I was first appointed to teach at
the Carnarvon school in 1961. Although I
have not spent all the intervening years
in Carnarvon, It has provided me with a
great deal of experience: a number of close
friends; a charming wife; a politically
oriented father-in-law; the first of my two
children; and, a handsome absolute ma-
jority! My thanks go to all those support-
ers and friends who worked so hard in
achieving this electoral result.

My predecessors In this seat have left a
lofty political accomplishment to inherit.
The Hon. Frank Wise held the seat from
1933 to 1951. During that time he held
many high offices, including a period as
Premier of this State. The Hon. Dan
Norton represented Gascoyne from 1953
to 1974 and was the Speaker of this House
at the time of his retirement earlier this
year.

I pay tribute to these men who have set
an impressive precedent which is a chal-
lenge to try to emulate.

It is truly a wonderful area, the elec-
torate of Gascoyne, which has smiled so
favourably upon me. It is a major, and I
believe a vital region of this State. In
area it is 24 times the size of Tasmania
and just marginally smaller than the State
of Victoria. On this basis I refute the
remarks made by a member of the fairer
sex in another place a few clays ago who
said, and I quote-

This quite monstrous inequality
between the representation of city
people and that of country people.

I wonder If that honourable member
would not think it nonsensical to say to a
Tasmanian resident, "If your island grows
2k times you can elect one member of
Parliament"; Or conversely, tell the same
resident that on an area basis the island
is entitled to elect four-tenths of a poli-
tician!

obviously in an enormous State such as
ours, some rationalisation is necessary be-
tween area and numbers of electors. I
believe my electors in this vast area are
surely entitled to have reasonable access
to their member of Parliament.

it is my fervent wish that I could talk
more favourably regarding my electorate
on this my first occasion in this House. I
class myself as a. supreme optimist. How-
ever, I must be realistic and recognise that
things are certainly not as I would have
them, at the moment, and I beg the in-
dulgence of members while I outline some
specific problems confronting my area at
this time.

The plantation industry on the Gascoyne
River is in a critical position. The industry,
which provides the metropolitan area with

almost all Its out-of-season vegetables and
some 70 per cent of the State's banana
requirements, had an income last year in
excess of $5 million. This industry, in com-
mon with other primary industries, has
been emasculated by rampant inflation.
Growers have survived the cost-price
squeeze that has been a continuing problem
for some years.

They have done this mainly by increased
production and greater efficiency. However,
In the last 12 months or so, costs have
skyrocketed at an alarming rate and no
further efficiencies can be squeezed out of
the industry to counter them. Beating costs
by increasing production is also out of the
question at present, due to lack of water.

Transport for this industry, and, indeed,
for the area in general, is an extremely
vexed question. it is a manifestation of the
general problem of escalating costs in the
north and, in the case of Carnarvon, the
problem is compounded by the require-
ments of transporting perishable produce
to Perth markets.

The effect of these difficulties on the
plantation Industry has been, firstly, that
a significant number of growers have taken
employment elsewhere and run their prop-
erties on a part-time or after-hours basis;,
and, secondly, that there is now a dearth
of share farmers and plantation labourers.
Share farmers can no longer make an
economical living and planters cannot
afford to employ labour. These factors are
having a detrimental effect on the whole
area.

Traditionally, share farmers, after
several seasons, of hard work, have been
the purchasers of properties, With virtually
no share farmers now, no properties are
changing hands and consequently property
values have dropped. The industry Is niot
being kept virile by the exchange of prop-
erties from the older rower on retirement
to the younger purchaser taking up the
challenge.

To be construotive before leaving this
problem area, I recommend a number of
measures.

I strongly urge more unity between
growers and grower organisations. I recent-
ly returned from the Eastern States where
I studied grower organisations, such as the
Committee of Direction In Queensland and
the Banana Growers Federation in New
South Wales. improvements to our industry
could be made along lines adopted by these
organisations, 'particularly with the assis-
tance of departmental officers, in such
areas as stand ardisation, quality control,
transport, and product promotion.

Greater unity would also enable the in-
dustry to market directly to the areas
further north, particularly the PMlara
region. With the imminent completion of
the sealing of the North-West Coastal
Highway to Port Hedland, marketing
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direct would be to the benefit of both the
industry at Carnarvon and the people of
the Pilbara.

The second major area to look to in
trying to overcome the problems of this
Industry Is water. I draw the attention
of members to the Speech made by Her
Majesty the Queen when opening the Fed-
eral Parliament on the 28th February this
year, and I quote a passage from that
Speech, as follows-

Legislation to provide financial as-
sistance to Queensland for the Ross
River Dam and to Western Australia
for water supplies for the Gascoyne
plantations and Carnarvon will be
presented.

This statement, which heralded the ex-
penditure of some $6.4 million on imple-
menting the Carnarvon and Gascoyne
groundwater scheme was warmly received
In the area. However, apprehension has
now crept In as no further statement has
come from the Federal Government and,
indeed, no mention was made of the pro-
posal when the Governor-General opened
the Federal Parliament again recently.

I call on the Comm onwealth Govern-
ment to reaffirm Its intention to proceed
as the development Is vital not, only to
the progress of the plantation industry,
but also for the growing needs of the Car-
narvon township. In fact, in the last fiscal
year the irrigation scheme supplied the
plantations with 1.15 million cubic metres
and the town of Carnarvon with 1.56
million cubic metres.

So at the moment the needs of the
town are outstripping the needs of the
plantations, although many more planta-
tions are to be connected to the scheme
once the Commonwealth money has been
expended.

I know I will have the support of both
sides of the House on this question. The
present Government is involved since the
previous Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment established the pilot scheme to
provide water for a number of growers
as early as 1983. 1 am confident the Leader
of the Opposition will strenuously support
the proposition because of his enthusiasm
when, as the Premier, he made the
announcement to a public gathering in
Carnarvon where, by a "Icoincidence" -to
use Mr Tonkin's own word-he happened
to be holding a Cabinet meeting at the
time of the Queen's Speech.

Finally on this matter, an urgent return
to a stable economy is required for this
most vital industry to remain viable.

I pass to other problems confronting
the electorate. The closure of the tracking
station at Carnarvon is a bitter blow to
the area. At its peak, the station supported
some 561 people, Including employees and
their families. The final close-down is ex-
pected within the next few months.

As a result, over 100 accommodation
units will be left vacant which could cause
considerable problems for the local build-
lag Industry.

As an alternative to having a large num-
ber of houses lying idle, I ask the Hous-Ing Commission to consider urgently the
acquisition of a number of these accom-
modation units, bearing In mind that there
are some 100 applicants currently on the
State Housing Commission list at Car-
narvon,

I welcome the Government's stated in-
tention to assist In finding a suitable al-
ternative use for that station.

The salt operation at Lake McLeod,
operated by Texada Mines Pty. Ltd., is the
second largest evaporates operation in the
world. Whilst It Is a great boon to the
area and the largest employer of labour, It
It not without Its present difficulties, These
seem to lie In two main areas.

Firstly, the current liquidity situation
and restraints on overseas capital are cer-
tainly not assisting the company to expand
its potash operation as it intends.

Secondly, the company has been sub-
jected to a number of industrial confron-
tations. One such dispute arose when the
Company became involved almost by de-
fault as the dispute originally arose over
"body-snatching" between unions.

Another ended tragically for the area
when one industrial group refused to reach
a point of compromise and the company
was left with nlo alternative but to con-
tract the work out and, as a result, ap-
proximately 40 employees and their fami-
lies left the district.

I move to the Position of roads within
my electorate. I wish to record my dismay
at the disastrous position being forced
upon country areas generally by the pre-
sent wrangle over road funds.

Earlier I indicated the size of my elec-
torate. Roads are its life blood. We depend
upon road transport for our industries, for
our tourist flow, and for almost all goods.
The North-West Coastal Highway needs
continually to be graded and maintained
and the policy of the present Common-
wealth Government of directing funds to
anywhere except towards rural arterial
roads, strikes particularly at two areas in
my electorate-those of Exmouth and
Shark Bay-which lie at the end of the
arterial roads.

The only consolation on a very bleak
horizon is the Premier's recent Press state-
ment which reads-

A balanced programme between
local authorities and the Main Roads
Department will operate throughout
the State, maintained broadly on last
year's money level, but inflation will
reduce the physical volume of road
works that can be undertaken.
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I wish to dwell for a moment on these two
areas that will be most affected by any
cut-back in the roads Programme. Ex-
mouth Is a delightfully modem town,
boasting many tourist attractions and
recreational facilities.

Pressing problems for this community
revolve around a changed attitude from
Canberra towards our traditional friends,
and difficulties for the United States
operating the base, following the revalua-
tions against the U.S. dollar. In addition,
the disbandment of No. 5 Airfield Con-
struction Squadron is threatening personal
hardship and causing anxiety to per-
sonnel involved and will be detrimental to
the town.

A recent series of articles In The West
Australian posed the question, "Is W.A.
worth defending?" My answer to that is
an emphatic "Yes" and North-West Cape
is the place to do it. It should he done by
placing a continuing reliance on, and by
having respect for, the U.S. Navy Com-
munications Base and the establishment of
an operational Air Force base at Lear-
month. The purpose of the base would be
Ideally suited for a maintenance and re-
conaissance situation over the Indian
Ocean.

Whilst mentioning Exmouth, I wish to
pay a tribute to the Civil Commissioner
(Colonel J. K. Murdoch) for his untiring
efforts and dedicated loyalty to the promo-
tion of the township of Exmouth since Its
inception.

With his military background and his
authoritative position at the confluence of
the three tiers of Government, he is cer-
tainly a strong character. I believe if he
met the Almighty face to face, each would
be waiting for the other to genuflect!

Be that as it may, I have the greatest
respect and admiration for him as do al-
most all who are associated with him.
Colonel Murdoch, and the town generally,
urgently require Government assistance
with their desperate attempts to make the
town and the local authority viable.

The other area urgently requiring work
on roads is Shark Bay. This is a pictur-
esque and unique area of the State and
its future would be brighter and Its at-
tractions shared by more if the access road
was improved. I take this opportunity to
applaud the present Government's decision
to provide a desalination plant for the
supply of potable water to the town.

The Pastoral industry in my area Is of
great Importance to the State and it faces
problems similar to those faced by wool-
growers throughout the country.

I have the greatest admiration for these
people who live in the remotest of areas
and always seem to have to battle against
some dilemma either natural or, as at the
moment, emanating from Canberra.

Very briefly, I wish to deal with two
other Problems confronting the area.

The first is that mining exploration
companies are leaving In droves, due to
current Federal policy. The pity Is that
we have not just bad a curtailment of
production In our area but by discourag-
ing exploration, the Gascoyne area, for
the moment, has lost the opportunity for
discovery which I believe is a lamentable
situation.

Finally, the removal of the petrol sub-
sidy' Is Iniquitous. It not only deepens the
divide between country and city people
Into a chasm, but it sets one locality In
the country against another, because there
will be substantial differentials in each
town.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
Mr LAURANCE: Following the tale of

woe I was delivering before the tea sus-
pension, one could not be blamed for
thinking all was 'gloom, gloom, gloom"
in my area. Fortunately, that Is not so.

My election to this House has been her-
alded by excellent general rains In the
area, and pastoralists face a wonderful
season. The Gascoyne River has had one
of its best flows since the 1981 flood and,
despite some Personal hardships brought
about by the flooding of the river, it has
replenished the aquifers, which will carry
the area for some months, bringing us
closer all the time to the expenditure of
Commonwealth funds on the Gascoyne
groundwater scheme which I mentioned
earlier.

I applaud action by Governments, pre-
vious and Present, in bringing on stream
the development of a boat harbour at
Carnarvon, to coincide with the closure of
the tracking station and thus minimise
the impact of that loss on the town.

Fortunately, also, excellent prawning
seasons are being experienced. This in-
dustry is Providing a great deal of em-
ployment in the area and millions of
valuable export dollars.

Tourism continues to grow in import-
ance and offers increasing benefits for the
area. Further realisation of tourist poten-
tial will require considerable investment
and management In the future. Pressing
needs In the tourist field are for addi-
tional economy-class accommodation and
recreational facilities, and the commercial
development of Items of interest which
will increase the stop-over time of the
average tourist unit in the area; that is,
a family in a motor vehicle.

I applaud the development of the Vlam-
Ing lighthouse and museum at Exmnouth,
and urge commercial development of a
tourist facility in connection with the plan-
tation industry at Carnarvon, which is of
interest to people coming to or passing
through the area. So far It has been
handled on an amateur basis and tourists
have to run around the town trying to
find somebody to give them a lead as to
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the places they should visit. While many
people in the Industry have given their
time very willingly to show tourists around'
banana and vegetable plantations, great
benefits could be derived from a tourist
facility along the lines, perhaps, of the,
"Big Banana" development at Coffs Har-
bour In New South Wales.

May I say in closing that the Gascoyne
area welcomes the reintroduction of the
zone development councils and looks for-.
ward with confidence and anticipation to
the establishment of a regional centreat
Carnarvon.

Mr Speaker, I thank you and members'
for your indulgence while I placed the.
current problems and aspirations of my
electorate before this House.

MR MeIVER (Avon) [7.34 p~m.]: Before
speaking to the motion now being debated,
I take pleasure in joining with previous
speakers In congratulating you, Sir, on
Your appointment as Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly. In the short time you
have been in the Chair You have already
demonstrated that you will attend to your
duties very conscientiously. You have had
a long and distinguished Parliamentary
career, having served in Government, in
Opposition, and as a Cabinet Minister, and
there Is no question that the experience
You have acquired over the years will be
beneficial to this Parliament.

I also congratulate the new members on
both sides of the House and wish them well.
I am sure they will find this place very
Interesting, as the rest of us have done
over the years.

In March this year It was the wish of the
People of Western Australia that they
have a, change of Government, and In
many quarters this was looked upon with
regret. Some who do not support us
politically were extremely sorry that the
present Leader of the Opposition was not
able to finish a very long and distinguish-
ed parliamentary career by being given a
further opportunity to serve the State as
Premier. Regardless of political philoso-
phies. I do not think there is much argu-
ment about that.

It Is quite obvious to all that, with the
Liberal-Country Party Government in
Power once again, democracy will be set
aside and hypocrisy will take its place as it
did during the 12 years the Liberal-Coun-
try Party Government was Previously in
office.

Mr Nanovich: That is not so.

Mr MeIVER: Good grief! What was
that?

Mr A. P.. Tonkin: Shoot when you see
the whites of his eyes.

Mr MoWVER: The honiourable member
has either been caught in a trap or is in
grave pain.

In the Uiberal Party's penny dreadful-
the pamphlet it distributed dealing with
the various policies it intended to imple-
inent-we have already had evidence of
the secrecy which will cloud State issues.
No-one has yet been able to find out what
the policies are, and I refer specifically to
those on education and traffic control. The
policies will require money for their im-
plementation, and hardly a day has passed
since the Government came to office that
reference has not been made to the Fed-
eral Government, In an endeavour to throw
a smoke screen around the Policies. when
the present Premier was Leader of the
Opposition, all he could say was, "The
Federal Government did this and the Fed-
eral Government did that: It should go to
the people and hold an election,"

That is exactly what the Federal Gov-
ernment did. There was a double dissolu-
tion of the Federal Parliament, chiefly
brought about by Mr Anthony and his
colleagues. However, 49.3 per cent of the
Australian people returned the Labor
Party to Government. To be more specific,
the Labor Government was returned by
a majority of 700 000 people, that being
the number of votes polled by the Labor
Party in excess of the total figures of its
political opponents. Yet Mr Snedden and
Mr Anthony continually claim that the
Australian Government does not have a
mandate to introduce its policies for the
benefit of all the people of Australia,
rather than just a chosen few as was the
case during 22 years of Liberal-Country
Party Government.

Mr Mensaros: Do you know the figures
for the referendums?

Mr McIVER: I will come to that be-
cause it is allied to inflation. I Inform the
Minister for Industrial Development and
other members of the House that the re-
sponsibility for inflation lies solely at the
feet of the Federal Opposition and mnem-
bers. who sit opposite, as well as other
Liberal members in the non-Labor States,
because they spent thousands of dollars In
conducting a campaign urging the people
to vote "No". It was a very successful
campaign and full marks are due to them
for the way they handled it because they
put fear Into the minds of the people, and
there can be only one result of that; that
Is, rejection. If we had another referen-
dum on the question of the control of
prices and wages-because one controls the
other-

Mr Rushton: You still have the option.
Mr McIVER: -in my opinion there

would be an overwhelming "Yes" vote.
The SPEAKER: Order! Would those

members conversing please be quiet.
Mr McIVER: we have escalating costs.

I amn not an economist and I cannot put
forward proposals for the curbing of in-
flation. However, I have many ideas on the
subject but they would probably be very
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drastic and would no doubt cause in-
creased unemployment. The matter was
In the bands of the people of Australia
when they bad an opportunity to support
the Federal Government in its desire to
curb inflation, prices, and wages, but the
answer was "No". The manufacturers of
textiles, clothing, and so on were given a
complete mandate to charge what they
liked. This matter has already been high-
lighted by my colleague the member for
Maylands In a previous debate in this
House.

Following on from that, no doubt mem-
bers beard in a recent television interview
Mr Peter Shearer, who clearly demon-
strated with facts and figures that, des-
pite the Government's action in reducing
tariffs, tailors and retailers in Western
Australia were not giving consumers the
benefit of the low prices they paid for
suits imported from Hong Kong and such
places. The suits are imported for $40 or
$50 and are retailed at $130 or $140.

If we are to curb inflation in any way,
there must be greater co-operation from
all concerned, including those who sit
opposite, the people who supply funds for
the Parties opposite, and the non-Labor
Governments of Australia. Until they
agree to play their part, we will have no-
thing but escalating costs.

I will not make any excuses for the de-
feat of the Labor Government in this
State. It is a fact of life and we must
accept it. However, once again I lodge in
this place a protest against the increasing
bias of The West Australian newspaper.
I do not refer to the working Journalists
but to those who are responsible for the
daily editorials and for selecting the let-
ters to the editor which are published
in the paper each day, which at every
available opportunity are those criticising
the actions of the Australian Government.

I will give the House evidence of what
I am saying, to prove my point. On the
22nd July, 1974, a big headline reading
"Anti-Lab. swing in NS5W Polls" appeared
on the front page of The West Australian.

On the following day-that is, the 23rd
July-a small paragraph which was not
under large headlines like those of the
article the day before appeared under the
heading "New votes put Coogee in doubt".
Then we read in The West Australian on
Thursday, the 1st August, away at the
back alongside the racing page the head-
line "Win for ALP at Coogee". So there
could not have been much of a swing.

Mr Clarko: Did they bug the telephone
this time?

Mr Taylor: The Liberals lost because of
that accusation.

Mr McIVER: I will continue with my
speech because I cannot see the relevance
of the Interjection of the member for
Karrinyup. What I am saying here is fact.

I might add that the seat of Coogee was
formerly held by a Liberal member. I give
that illustration because it is typical of
what is happening continually in our news-
papers.

I come back to the argument I projected
earlier: If the people are hammered every
day with such statements in the newspap-
ers they will eventually accept thenm as
gospel. Unfortunately this newspaper is
the only morning newspaper we have in
Western Australia; it is read right
throughout the length and breadth of the
State. It is absorbed by the country
people, as I have found out when moving
around my electorate, which covers a
large rural area, When people have re-
ferred to issues I have asked them where
they got the statement from and they
have said "I read it in The West Aus-
tralian." Of course that is where they
read it; and naturally many of them
believe that because something in regard
to a political situation appears in the
newspaper, that is the situation that actu-
ally exists.

Mr T. D. Evans: The only thing one
sees in the newspaper that one can believe
is fish and chips.

Mr MoIVER: That is about the only
good thing that appears in it. It is no good
beating around the bush; I make no sec-
ret of the fact that It is very annoying to
see this practice continuing daily in the
newspapers. It is extremely hard to com-
bat the continual appearance of such arti-
cles. One does not have the time to answer
every article individually. Of course, so
far as Propaganda is concerned a news-
paper is a marvellous weapon. Not so long
ago Dr Goebbels used this weapon when
the Nazis first came to power in Germany.
Along with his henchmen he reduced that
great country to a shambles.

Mr Clarko: He was a socialist.
Mr Taylor: A national socialist.

Mr MoIVER: He reduced his country to
aL shambles. He was the minister for
propaganda and he used the Press to
create fear.

However, full marks to the Liberal Party
in this respect. Members opposite are for-
tunate to have this power as a result of
those responsible for the newspaper being
followers of the philosophy of the present
Government. They are fortunate to be
strongly supported in this way, and I do
not say that if we had that power we
would not use it. However, of course,
when we were in power the situation was
the reverse: nothing we did was correct.

Yet I say to those who sit opposite that
if they can achieve in three years of office
half of what the Tonkin Government
achieved during its term of office they
will do a fine job.

Sir Charles Court: What loyalty.
Mr Rushton: We have already done

more in four months.
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Mr MeIVER: I thought the ministerial
duties of the member opposite would keep
him quiet. He does not seem to have
enough to do; the Premier will have to give
him more work.

Sir Charles Court: He has plenty.
Mr McIVER: In every field the Tonkin

Government carried out rapid changes
which were made to the betterment of all
concerned.

Mr Clarko: He said "I will look into
it." A mirror!

Mr MeIVER: Where did he come from!
Good grief! In every field the Injustices
created by the Liberal-Country Party
Government were overcome by the Tonkin
Ministry, with sound judgment and bal-
ance. Of course, it was most unfortunate
that we were defeated.

Mr Speaker, I ask you what greater il-
lustration could you have than that of the
rural areas? After 12 years of coalition
Government I think it is fair comment
to say that the farmers of Western Aus-
tralia were reduced to beggars. Never be-
fore in the history of this nation were
the farming areas at such a low ebb. The
former Minister for Agriculture (Mr H. D.
Evans) took over at a time when the
situation was disastrous for those who
depended on the production of primary
products for their livelihood. However,
after three years of administration by the
Tonkin Government we saw the rural
areas change greatly for the better and I
pay particular tribute to the former Minis-
ter for this.

Mr Mcrharlin: Why did that happen?
Can you say why?

Mr McTVER: Yes, I can; although I do
not know whether or not the Deputy
Premier will agree with it. Firstly I
would say that in the member for Warren
we had a most conscientious Minister who
set about, with the co-operation of his
department and of the Cabinet, to look
at the situation realistically and logically.
He implemented such projects as the Lamb
Marketing Hoard and other orderly mar-
keting boards which were greatly appre-
ciated by the farming community and cer-
tainly helped to put the farmers on the
way back to prosperity. I pause for a mo-
ment to quote-

Mr Young: Are you still going back?

Mr McIVER: There are many in the
rural areas who are most appreciative of
what the Labor Government achieved for
them; and most certainly they are appre-
ciative of the efforts of the then Minister
for Agriculture, the member for Warren.
With your permission, Sir, I would like
to read some excerpts from several letters.
I know you would not allow me to read
all of these letters. The first letter I
would like to quote comes from Cape
Ritche via Albany. I am sure members
know where that is. It states-

Dear David,
Lest I miss you when I come to

Perth this week, I send you this short
note to wish you the best of luck in
the coming elections.

I hope you wont think its pre-
sumptuous of me to thank you for
what you have done in the past three
years for the rural industry. Your
contribution, in my judgement, has
been very great indeed and deserves
the thanks of all farmers. When you
took up the appointment the Ministry
was in a saod state of physical and
mental depression and you brought
to your high office a refereshing and
sympathetic approach to all problems
and set a high standard of leadership.

Mr Young: Signed "Your Dad."
Mr Taylor: You wait for it.
Mr McIVER: The letter continues--

I hope for the sake of the industry
that you are given the opportunity to
remain in the chair for another term
so that you may continue the good
work.

I dont suppose as a politician you
expect much thanks, but I would like
you to know that at least some people
are grateful.

With kind personal regards.
For the benefit of the earlier interjector,
the letter is signed by a man whom I think
members opposite would agree knows
something about agriculture. Although
members may not accept my word for it,
I think they will accept his. It is signed
by Sir Basil Embry.

Mr Taylor: Where is the interjection
now?

Mr McIVER: Other letters have come
from aairdner River and Piawaning. I
think the following letter is worthy of
quoting-

Dear Sir,
We are not Labour supporters, but,

we wish to sincerely thank you for
the magnificent job you did as Agri-
culture Minister in the former Gov-
ernment.

We are very appreciative of your
efforts on all primary producers'
behalf.

Sir Charles Court: Are you the shadow
Minister for PR?

Mr MeIVER: That letter is typical of
hundreds received by the former Minister.
It is hypocritical of members opposite to
say that the Labor Government did no-
thing for people in country areas. I
challenge members on the other side, and
especially those who claim to belong to a
political body known as the Country Party
-or whatever is its name; it has a differ-
ent name in every State and one cannot
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keep up with It-to follow up their accusa-
tions that the Labor Party did nothing for
country areas. I think I have presented
tangible evidence that it did.

Mr Orayden: What about reading out
the critical letters?

Mr Young: What about tabling the other
three favourable letters?

Mr MoWVER: I have here another letter
which came from Witcheliffe.

Mr Sibson: I move that the corres-
pondence be received.

Mr McIVER: With your indulgence, Sir,
I will weary the House by reading a letter
from the Farmers' Union. It is as follows-

Dear Sir,
On behalf of the members of the

Wheat Section of the Farmers' Union,
may I express their sincere apprecia-
tion for the excellent, dedicated
manner in which you carried out your
duties in the capacity of Minister for
Agriculture.

We are extremely grateful for the
co-operation and assistance shown to
the Executive, particularly members
of the Australian Wheatgrowers'
Federation whom, on numerous oc-
casions, sought and were granted,
delegations to your office to discuss
vital industry decisions.

I am sure all growers in Western
Australia were appreciative of your
sincerity and would wish you all the
best in the future.

With kind regards,
Yours faithfully,

D. B. PAULL,
Executive officer.

The Farmers' Union of W.A. (Inc.).
Although members may not accept what I
say, I think they would appreciate that
men of the calibre and integrity of those
whom I have quoted would have some
idea of the rural situation and of the com-
mitments required. I am pleased to see
that those gentlemen were appreciative
not only of the assistance provided by the
former Minister, but of the assistance pro-
vided by the previous Labor Government
which put them back on the road to pros-
perity.

Mr lvfcPharlin: Are you claiming credit
for the increased price for wheat on the
export markets, and also for the increased
price on the wool market? You had noth-
ing at all to do with that.

Mr Jamieson: You didn't have anything
to do with it, either.

Mr McIVER: I ask the Deputy Premier
-the leader of the Country Party-not to
get excited, because I will get around to
him shortly. 1 ask him to be patient.

Mr T. D. Evans: There is no such
party; he is the leader of the National
Alliance.

Mr MoWVER: I repeat for the benefit of
the Deputy Premier that when the Labor
Party came to office the farners had been
reduced to beggars, but now they are back
on the road to prosperity-

Mr MePharlin: Not by the doing of your
Government.

Mr MoWVER: -and much of the legis-
lation which assisted the farmers was in-
troduced by the Labor Government in this
State.

Mr McPharlin: Nor was it by the doing
of your counterparts in Canberra, because
they are ruining the farmers.

Mr Clarko: Farmners do not vote that
way.

Mr McI VER: The interjector is quite
right when he says that farmers do not
vote that way. They never have. We never
receive more than 6 per cent of the farm-
ers' votes; that is no secret.

Mr Clarko: The point is that it was
worse this time.

Mr Bryce: You can't prove that.

Mr McIVER: I said earlier, and I will
repeat it if I can make myself heard above
the interiectors-

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Avon.

Mr MeIVER: -that at the last Federal
election 49.3 per cent of the people of this
nation voted to return the Australian La-
bor Government-a figure more than
'700 000 in excess of the combined totals
of our political opponents. I consider that
that Is not a bad effort and, of course,
hundreds of farmers must have voted for
the Labor Government to enable it to gain
that percentage of votes, despite Mr
Anthony's assertion that all Labor mem-
bers who held country electorates would
just disappear. However, I notice that
even the member for Edeni-Monaro still
holds his seat and that Dr Patterson still
holds his seat in Queensland, together
with other Labor members who represent
country electorates. I also notice that the
member for Avon is still present in this
House despite the fact that the farmers
threw everything at him, including this
year's seed wheat.

Mr MePharlin: They did not retain
their majority over there, though.

Mr McIVER: The people of Western
Australia are faced with increased costs
imposed by the present Government. The
Premier, when he was in Opposition, made
every effort to use the Federal Govern-
ment as a smoke screen and as an ex-
cuse and he is still doing that. However, I
would like to inform him that the people
in my electorate and in other electorates
are becoming a little tired of his
charges and accusations and of blaming
the Australian Government for these In-
creased costs.
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Sir Charles Court: Who else Is to
blame?

Mr MoPharlin: Do you endorse the
withdrawal of the fuel subsidy?

Mr McIVER: It was a shocking situa-
tion when the present Premier had to call
on the Governor to project the philoso-
phies of those who sit beside him, and I
say to him now that many Liberal Party
supporters were disgusted with such action
when be criticised the Australian Govern-
ment through the medium of the Governor
of this State.

The officers of the Education flepart-
meat and the teachers of this State are
alarmed about what will happen in the
field of education. I know that the people
in a regional centre such as Northam are
alarmed about how the Government's
concept of education will affect country
schools, because the Northam Senior High
School, for example, is undergoing great
changes. The Federal Labor Government,
which those on the other side of the House
continue to rubbish, has allocated
$200 000 for the provision of a new re-
sources centre, an administration centre,
and extra classrooms to ensure that the
students of the region will have ample
opportunity to gain a sound and basic
education.

if any member of the House can tell
me there is anything that is of more im-
portance than education I am prepared
to listen. The problems being faced by
those in rural areas need to be examined
more closely, It is in this field that more
assistance has to be granted. There is
a great outcry over the withdrawal of the
super subsidy, but I consider any person
making vocal outbursts against the with-
drawal of the super subsidy is giving no
thought to the prime importance of edu-
cation. In speaking of this, I make par-
ticular reference to the Beverley region
where parents are experiencing difficulty
in having their children continue their
education because of the high cost of
accommodating them. The male students
who attend the Northam High School from
the Beverley area are housed in St.
Christopher's and the girls are accommo-
dated in Adamson House. Both of these
establishments are faced with the diffi-
culty of mounting costs despite the sub-
sidy granted to them, and it is in this
field that the Government has to come to
the party more than it has done in the
past.

Mr MoPharlin: Do you approve of the
withdrawal of the superphosphate bounty?

Mr McIVER: I have already indicated
to the Leader of the Country Party that
he will have ample opportunity to make
interjections later, because I intend to
deal with matters which come under his
portfolio.

I was referring to the problems that are
faced in the field of education and, in

particular, to the increasing costs that
have to be met by the parents who are
obliged to send their children to regional
schools. We have the situation that when
a student finishes his :fist, second, and
third year of secondary education he has
to travel to the nearest regional centre
to further his education. Difficulty is ex-
perienced by many of these students who
are unable to assimilate knowledge as well
as those who are advanced in the subjects
which they take in these schools. It is
here that I criticise strongly the situation
where some students are compelled to at-
tend a junior high school to learn one
subject, if it Is available at that school,
but such children are not eligible to receive
the living-away-from-home allowance if
they started their schooling at a regional
school. To my mind, this Is ridiculous.

For the sake of a few lousy dollars and
cents the provision of such an allowance
would cost, we are faced with two alterna-
tives; namely, we will either have, with the
present generation, a State of illiterate
people In the future or we will do our
best to ensure that something positive is
done to educate members of the present
generation so that they may make their
way in this world for the benefit not only
of Western Australia, but also for the
benefit of other parts of the Common-
wealth and even countries overseas.

I now wish to refer to the interjection
that was made by the Leader of the
Country Party, because I am Sure he
woul like me to reply to it. Firstly, I
have no hesitation in saying that I am
absolutely appalled and disgusted at the
performance of the Country Party during
the last State election. Any person has
only to take a short walk from Parliament
House to visit a building which is situated
in Havelock Street. If he does he will
notice that this building is very dilapidated
and is badly in need of repair. The sign
outside reads, "Country Party of Western
Australia". The appearance of the building
certainly exemplifies the Country Party of
this State, because that party is very much
run down and badly in need of political
repair.

Mr MePharlin: It is owned by the party
and we did not seek finance from the
Government to build it.

Mr McIVER:. Surely the Country Party
can afford a coat of paint! If ever a political
party sold its loyal supporters down the
drain, it is the Country Party of Western
Australia. The members of that party pre-
sented themselves to the people as knights
in shining armour and aligned themselves
with a political party that doe., not have
one representative In any State Parlia-
ment, except the State Parliament of New
South Wales, and that only came about
through the sheer negligence and stupidity
of a Liberal Minister who omitted to lodge
his nomination. That is how the member
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of that particular political party was elect-
ed to represent a seat In New South Wales.
That same political party does not have
one representative in the Australian H-ouse
of Representatives, and It had representa-
tives in the Senate only because of our
electoral system.

It is a fact that there are many people
who support the Country Party strongly
because they believe that this is the party
and voice of the farmers. It gives them
adequate representation, and they support
it loyally. But, I repeat, those People were
sold down the drain by the members of the
Country Party aligning themselves with
nothing else but a heap of rubbish. I refer
to the party known as the Democratic
Labor Party.

Mr MePharlin: They showed good judg-
ment when they divorced the Labor Party.
They are nonsoclalists. and that Is why you
do not like the party.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McIVER: On this question of social-ism, communism centralism, or any other

"Ism". if you Sir, ordered any of those
who sit on the other side of the Chamber
to write a short essay on socialism we
would get some wild and weird essays.
They would certainly prove fantastic to
read.

Mr Clarko: Even Hitler was a socialist
at the beginning.

Mr MoPharlin: The DLP divorced you
and you did not like it.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Avon.

Mr MctVER: I am not a socialist in the
context the Minister is always presenting.

Sir Charles Court: Oh! Mr Hawke
would like to hear you say that!1

Mr McIVER: At every opportunity that
has been made available to me, I have
always been Proud and willing to support
the projects and the Principles and objec-
tives of the Australian Labor Party. The
Leader of the Country Party questioned me
in relation to the super bounty and I will
now make some reference to that. Surely
members of this House will agree that not
all sections of the farming community need
the super bounty.

Sir Charles Court: You are not serious,
are you?

Mr McIVER: If members opposite
would care to be patient, I will continue.
I did not make that statement without
having anything of substance to support
it. Do You, Mr Speaker, think it is fair
that the taxpayers of this State should be
obliged to support the payment of a -sub-
sidy, such as the superphosphate bounty.
when companies such as the New Orleans
Farm at Esperance and Alcoa at Bunbury
have large sums of mnney at their disposal!
No matter what the price of super may be,
there Is no limit to the amount of finance

available to those companies If they wished
to purchase it. Yet those opposite expect
the people of Australia to pick up the tab
to meet the cost of this subsidy which is in
excess of $300 million a year: a subsidy on
the cost of a product used by companies
such as those I have mentioned.

Mr Bryce: They would do that, but
they would not build schools for kids.

Mr McPharlln: I think you should
check your figures.

Mr MeIVER: I think it is about $347
million. one would think that this move
In relation to the withdrawal of the super
bounty was the first time it had ever been
mooted. A previous Liberal-Country Party
Government had the bounty removed long
before the Labor Party came to office.

Mr McPharlln: In totally different cir-
cumstances.

Mr Jamieson: Oht
Mr MeIVER: It would be different cir-

cumstances if the Labor Government were
in office in this State.

Sir Charles Court: Tell us when it was
removed by a Liberal-Country Party
Government.

Mr Rushton: You seem to be sensitive
about what the Labor Government in Can-
berra is doing.

Sir Charles Court: If there was one
subsidy that helped the nation it was the
super subsidy, because It increased pro-
duction to a fantastic extent.

Mr McIVER: Why did the Country Party
agree to its withdrawal?

Sir Charles Court: I ask you: In what
year did it withdraw it, and why?

Mr MeIVER:. it was withdrawn to the
extent of millions of dollars.

Sir Charles Court: It was not for that
reason. The former Minister for Agriculture
should know.

Mr MoWVER: My colleague, the member
for Warren, when speaking during a pre-
vious debate, adequately covered this
question.

The SPEAKER: I think the member for
Avon should try to cover it at the moment.

Mr MCIVER: To clearly show those who
sit opposite that it was not only the Labor
Government and Labor politicians who felt
that the super bounty in the various areas
of the farming community should be with-
drawn, I quote from the Federal Hansard
of the 28th October, 1963. The honourable
member who was addressing the House of
Representatives at the time was none other
than Doug Anthony, and this is what he
said-

This Government did eliminate the
superphosphate subsidy in 1950 be-
cause the primary industries which
were then receiving the beneffit of the
subsidy were in quite a prosperous
state.

377



378 [ASSEMBLY.)

What Is the whole abject of a bounty
or a tariff or a subsidy? It is to help
a person or an industry when there
is need to give help. But surely you
will not continue to give that help
after the problems have been overcome.

Have our problems In farming areas
been overcome? Farming is one of the
greatest gambles of all time. When one
avenue of assistance is plugged another
appears. I would be the last to say that
the new-land farmers--those developing
new areas-do not require assistance.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has three minutes.

Mr McIVER: At the moment I am in
the throes of liaising with the Federal
Minister in Canberra to obtain subsidies
for farmers in my electorate. I am positive
they deserve it. But to accept it in its full
concept, and to give it to every Tom, Dick.,
and Harry because they happen to be in
the rural areas is, to my way of thinking,
ludicrous; it all depends on circumstances.

What greater example can we have than
the Minister for Agriculture himself? Evi-
dently he does not need this assistance,
because he does not even want an increase
in his salary. Let us, for example, consider
the situation of a very viable farm such as
the Minister for Agriculture has; and all
good luck to him, because undoubtedly he
has worked extremely hard to make his
farm viable.

Mr Merharlin: The first 40 years are
the hardest.

Mr McIVER: But in all fairness I ask
the Minister for Agriculture whether he
honestly believes he should receive this
subsidy, particularly when one considers
the salary he receives plus the income he
obtains from his farm.

Mr McPbarlin: Salaries have nothing to
do with a farm.

Mr Jamieson., Of course they have.

Mr McIVER: My time is running out so
I will conclude my remarks.

Sir Charles Court: It is quite obvious
you do not want to be the member for
Avon after the next election.

Mr McIVER: The Premier said that on
the last occasion, as did his deputy leader.
They said the seat had been given to
them on a plate, but I am still here.

For the reasons I have put forward I
say to the members sitting opposite. "Do.
not get too comfortable in those seats be-
cause we will be back there in 1977."

MR COWAN (Merredln-Yllgarn) (8.19
p.m.]: Before I introduce the topic of my
maiden speech I would like to take the
opportunity to congratulate you, Sir, on
your appointment to the position of
Speaker in this Twenty-eighth Parliament.
I also wish to thank the voters of my

electorate for the confidence they had in
me at the election, and I would certainly
hope that after I have served my three-
year term it can be said that that con-
fidence was not misplaced.

I feel, too, that now is the proper time
to pay a tribute to the previous member
for Merredin-Yilgarn, Mr Jim Brown. Dur-
ing his term as member for the district he
earned a reputation for being a tireless
worker who had the problems of his elec-
torate at heart. Unfortunately for him,
however, electoral boundaries were redis-
tributed in a manner that was unfavour-
able to his party, and there were also
Federal political decisions which were un-
favourable to the rural people, and this, I
think, cost him his seat.

The subject I have chosen to speak on
is education in the non-urban areas. We
have seen mnany changes in education in
the last decade. There have been changes
in the standards of education; changes in
policy, changes in methods of learning, and
changes in methods of teaching. There
have also been changes in the facilities we
generally associate with education.

I would like to talk mainly of education
in the country areas and discuss the
trends that are developing there. As the
member for Avon said, we have in the
country areas a trend towards regionalism.
I would like to examine this aspect and
the effects it has had; together with the
fact that the Education Department has
recognised that not all country students
wish to take on an academic career; and
for this I commend the Education Depart-
ment. There are Quite a number of non-
academic careers that country children
wish to take up after leaving school. In
the country areas prevocational courses for
country students have been established
together with agricultural wings for Stu-
dents who wish to turn to farming. These
are all good, but I feel I must be critical,
because I do not think we have gone far
enough.

As an example I will refer to the regional
high school in my electorate of Merredin.
Here we find that one of the prevocational
courses has been set up in an ordinary
classroom, and this makes it difficult for
asthmatics to take a woodwork course be-
cause of the wood dust that accumulates in
the classroom. it is very Poor indeed when
education is undergoing this great change
that a small matter like this should pre-
vent children from taking a prevocational
course.

Agricultural wings are also good in the
case of students who are returning to the
farm. They attend the agriculijral wings
for two Years and at the end of that time
receive a certificate of agriculture. But for
a person who wishes to take up an off -farm
career in agriculture that certificate of agri-
culture is useless, because it is not recog-
nised by tertiary institutions.
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In other words, if a student wishes to
attend a tertiary institution such as Mur-
esk or the university, with a view to obtain-
ing a degree in agriculture, he would have
to return and complete his academic course
somewhere else. It is not possible for him
to proceed from the agricultural wing to
tertiary education.

Despite all these changes there has been
one thing that is still common in the
country areas and that Is the low reten-
tion rate of students In senior high schools
in comparison with those in the city
schools. This is recognised in the Karmel
report and is also dealt with in the green
paper on rural policies which has just been
published.

One of the reasons given for this lower
retention rate in the country areas is the
lack of boarding facilities. Boarding faci-
lities are very poor indeed. I thought this
might be a good subject to investigate and
after having had a look at it I discovered
that most students, when they are sent to
regional centres for their fourth and fifth
years, have to board Privately or stay at
hostels, if they are part of the 20 or 25 per
cent of students who are not within daily
commuting distance of these regional
centres.

Accordingly I thought I would ask the
Parliamentary Librarian to. provide me
with some statistical data on hostels, and
the answer I received was that there was
no statistical data. available Fortunately
the Education Department sent me some
information, and I was also able to procure
the Act which established the country hos-
tels, and from that I have come up with
the data that most senior high schools in
country areas have hostels; there are 15
in the country and they house 1 180 stu-
dents.

As I have said, between 20 and 25 per
cent of country students are not within
daily commuting distance of those senior
high schools, The distance between re-
gional senior high schools varies, but it is
generally between 100 and 150 miles.

The Act under which the country high
school hostels were established is the
Country High School Hostels Authority Act
which was passed in 1960. The authority
consists of six members, three of whom are
nomineees of the Minister for Education,
one a nominee of the ITeasurer, and two
arc representatives of bodies that have had
experience of hostels. In this case one is
an Anglican Bishop and the other a person
from the Country Women's Association.
The authority has only one other officer
attached to It from the Educaton Depart-
ment and he acts as the secretary.

The authority is able to delegate respon-
sibility to committees, and this it does.. It
delegates the responsibility of the manage-
ment of hostels to the various local com-
mittees of management. on these com-
mittees we discover that the hostel warden
and the headmaster of the senior high

school to which the hostel Is attached
usually sit ex oflicio. The authority Is
able to borrow money to build hostels pro-
vided the annual repayment of principal
and interest on the money which has been
borrowed does not exceed $500 000. 1 am
not sure, however, whether that is the
exact figure.

My interpretation of the authority's
function is that it is there to assist the
Minister for Education in formulating pol-
icy, after which it assumes the responsibi-
lity to see that the policy is implemented.

I feel there are three problems we can
identify with hostels. Firstly, there is a
lack of facilities, and the inability to utilise
fully the existing facilities; secondly, there
is the lack of trained advisory staff ; and,
thirdly, there is the cost of hostels to
parents. This cost was also brought to
the notice of the H-ouse by the member
for Avon who spoke before I did.

Let us consider the lack of facilities and
the inability to use the existing facilities,
and here I am critical of the authority
established to provide the hostels in the
country. Because most hostels are fully
booked-I say most because there are some
which are not--and because there are some
very poor buildings in the hostels, we have
situations where, because of the conges-
tion, students cannot open their cupboard
doors. We also have a situation where
students carry out their work in shaded
areas; they do not get direct access to
light.

These are matters for which I feel the
authority is responsible and, had the mem-
bers of the authority had the necessary
expertise, these problems would have been
foreseen and the architect would not have
been permitted to continue with the build-
ings in question.

I also believe there is a lack of liaison
between the individual committees of
management because in three hostels where
new wings have been Previously built-one
in Merredin, one in Narrogin, and the third
in Albany-we find the same problems oc-
cur. These new hostel wings were built at
times apart and yet we find nobody was
told of the Problems in the initial buildings
before the other hostels were completed.

It seems to me there is a great lack of
liaison between the authority and the
committees of management to whom ithas
delegated the responsibility to look after
these hostels. I feel the authority can be
charged with being rather ineffective. if
one wishes to charge a group with some-
thing one must come up with a solution.
I would suggest the authority appoint an
executive officer from the Education De-
partment, and that it also engage a liaison
officer to work much more closely with
the individual committees of management.

The second of the three problems is the
lack of administrative and supervisory
staff. Because of the very high turnover of
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staff in hostels it seems strange to me that
in this great system of ours, where educa-
tion is becoming more and more important,
staff for hostels has been totally overlooked.
I1 tried to find out the qualifications neces-
sary before a person was eligible to staff a,
hostel and I discovered that there was
none. I think It is about time a tertiary in-
stitution commenced a course of hostel ad-
ministration for the benefit of students, tea-
chers, or any other person who wished to
go to the country and undertake this type
of work. Then, at least, those who have to
engage staff would have some criteria on
which to judge the applicants, and the
applicants would also know the problems
associated with hostel work, and how to
solve theta.

The third point Is the cost to parents.
Two subsidies are handed out to parents
of students attending hostels. The first
is a State Government subsidy of $3
per student per week and, of course,
the second is the Commonwealth living-
away-from-home allowance amounting
to $350 per annum, Subject to a means
test a further claim can be made for an
additional $650 but I do not know of
anybody who has been able to claim that
full amount. However, the subsidy of $3
per week and $350 per annumn have brought
the hostels within reach of the parents
who wish to send their children away to
school.

Another interesting aspect of hostels is
that they are not exempt from sales tax.
The Education Department and all schools
are exempt from sales tax, -whether the
schools are private or public. Private
schools have boarding houses and I am
sure they would be subject to sales tax
exemption. However, as I have said, hos-
tels are not exempt and I think this mat-
ter should be looked into. I believe we
should criticise, to some extent, the Coun-
try High School Hostels Authority for not
bringing this matter to the attention of
the Education Department.

To summarise the situation, it is my
belief there is a changing attitude towards
education in country areas. Farming, the
same as most industries, is becoming capi-
tal intensive. The trend towards regions
has meant a decline in the growth rate of
Population in the country. It is recognised
by people living in country areas that edu-
cation brings about better off-farm job
opportunities, or better business manage-
ment on the farms.

The Education Department has worked
very hard to Provide equality of oppor-
tunity in education in country areas and
yet we have one aspect where country stu-
dents cannot avail themselves of an oppor-
tunity. I refer to the hostels and I would
like this Government to examine the prob-
lem closely and do something about it.

I thank you, Mr Speaker, for your
tolerance. This is the first time I have
ever had to speak to a group of people

other than a football team and I imagine
the language I have used to football
teams would not be printable and would
not be acceptable in this House.

Kit BARNETT (Rockingham) [8.34
psnml: I wish to take this opportunity to
thank the people of Rockingham for ex-
pressing sufficient confidence in me to
send me here as their representative. Be-
cause this is my first speech in the House
I stand here with considerable fear and
trepidation-which I believe has been the
case with other members who have made
maiden speeches here. When I mentioned
my fears to a colleague he said-without
in any way being derogatory to the
Premier-

There have been many great people
in this Parliament and some small
ones too, some of them have even been
called, "Sir"; but I never met one of
them so big that his feet did not touch
the ground.

It seems that at least we all have some-
thing in common and we all start off on
the same footing. I can assure my con-
stituents that they have a member of
Parliament who Is at all times available to
give his undivided attention for the bene-
fit of the electorate.

I would like to take the opportunity to
extend my thanks to the staff of Parlia-
ment House without whose courtesy and
help my first months here would have
been considerably harder.

It is my duty to my constituents to out-
line briefly to the House some of the issues
which currently concern the people of the
Rockingham electorate. I understand that
at this stage I should not be contentious
in my remarks, because this is my maiden
speech, and I will follow that advice.

Some 60 to 70 per cent of the residents
of Rockingham are migrants, a large num-
ber of them being British migrants. Whilst
I agree that these people have made a
wise choice in coming to this great country
of ours they, nonetheless, had far better
educational facilities in the land of their
birth than this State Government is ap-
parently prepared to give them.

The Rockingham High School was built
as a three-year high school but It now
operates as a four-year high school.
Students are forced to work in terribly
overcrowded conditions; in fact, so bad is
the position that those children are forced
to use laboratories and the library as class-
rooms. I think members on the Govern-
ment benches will agree that to place
students in such overcrowded conditions
will have nothing but detrimental effects
on their studies.

Next year the Rockingham High School
will become a five-year high school. Con-
servative estimates reveal that a minimum
of 450 new students will be enrolled but a
new upper school block will not be con-
structed.
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Showing a knowledge of this problem,
the former Government planned to build
an upper school block during this financial
year. I would like to quote from a letter
sent to the principal of the high school in
1973, during the term of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment. The contents of the letter will
verify what I have said. The letter is
from the Education Department and Is
dated the 16th August, 1973. It reads, In
part, as follows-

I refer to your letter dated 31st July
and advise that the provision of addi-
tional storage facilities will be attend-
ed to during the construction of stage
4 in 1974/75.

That letter Is signed by the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the Education Depart-
ment. The contents of that letter clearly
state the Intention of the Tonkin Govern-
ment to construct another block for the
school. However, I will now read an
extract from a letter written by the Min-
ister for Education dated the 22nd May,
1974. That is nine months since the
receipt of the last letter I quoted. The
letter, In part, was as follows--

I wish to advise that no new works
are listed for Rockingham Senior High
School for the 1974-75 financial year.
It has not been possible to schedule
the provision of an upper school block
for the school on the 1974-75 school
building programme because of the
limited availability of funds.

I would now like to analyse the contents
of that letter. Firstly, the Minister said-

... no new works are listed for Rock-
Ingham Senior High School for the
1974-75 financial year.

I wonder what on earth happened In the
Intervening nine months. Why on earth
has the Minister changed his mind, and
changed the plans of the Education De-
partment? One can only speculate and
wonder, at this stage, if It had anything to
do with the political complexion of the
electorate.

The letter went on to state-
..It has not been possible to schedule

the provision of an upper school block
for the school on the 1974-75 school
building programme because of the
limited availability of funds.

I wish the Minister was present in this
House. The limited availability of funds!
I contacted the Federal Minister for Edu-
cation because I thought this was a scan-
dalous situation. The Minister advised me
that a sum of $8.1 million was made avail-
able by the Australian Government for the
specific purpose of constructing new build-
ings. That sum had to be spent In the
1974-75 financial year. Not only was that
sum of money made available, but it was
in excess of the amount which had been
made available In the past. In the light of
that Information I wonder whether the
Minister would be prepared to change his
mind.

Getting away from education, we have
in Rockingham a magnificent stretch of
beach bordering Warn bra Sound. Running
parallel to it and immediately adjoining
it is an area of sand dunes which many
members probably know as "the Warnbro
sand dunes." It is very Important that in
the development of Rockingham urgent
consideration be given to retaining these
sand dunes as close as possible to their
present condition. Mention has already
been made of the nodes a little north of
Perth. Urban development must not be
permitted in the area of sand dunes at
Warnbro, for two main reasons. Firstly,
they are the only sand dunes of this mag-
nitude within many miles to the north and
just as many miles to the south, so
merely for the purpose of conservation
the sand dunes should be Preserved so that
the people and children of the future may
appreciate what they look like.

Perhaps more importantly, it is environ-
mentally imperative that the sand dunes
be retained. Only a few miles away is an
area which past Governments have de-
veloped. oblivious to the opinions of the
experts, they have bulldozed the fore-
dunes of a section of Mandurab and built
houses as close as possible to the beach.
The results of this action are now being
brought forcibly home by the elements.
Ormsby Terrace has been washed away
and the member for Murray has an elec-
torate which is rapidly disappearing into
the sea.

I hope the present Government will give
serious consideration to the opinions of
the experts in respect of this area of fore-
shore before making its decision, and I
hope the decision will be one of which it
can be proud, not only next year or the
year after but also In the year 2000; that
is the year in which it will be judged.

I would also like to draw the attention
of the House to a matter which may seem
to many to be quite trivial. I live 30 miles
away from this House, yet a telephone call
to this House costs me and/or my electors
20c for every three mrinutes. While I am
aware that this is a Commonwealth matter
and not one with which this House should
concern itself, I intended to ask the Gov-
ernment tonight to make representations
to the Government of the Commonwealth
with a view to having the charges for
these telephone calls reduced to a more
equitable level. However, I find that very
recently the Australian Government in-
troduced legislation which would have
brought the charges down to 10c a call
during the day and 6c a call after six
o'clock in the evening. Guess who knocked
it back in the Senate?

Migration is in itself a major step. To
leave one's birth place and take up resi-
dcncc in another country takes a tremen-
dous amount of fortitude. I would now
like to mention the People of my elector-
ate, many of whom have made just that
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giant step. Several people in Rockingham
were encouraged on arrival from their
country of origin to purchase their homes
by taking out up to three mortgages. Many
others have taken out two mortgages, and
almost all of them have at least one.

It was shown in this House on Thursday
last by the member for Boulder-Dundas
that the increased interest rates racket be-
ing perpetrated by building societies and
other financial institutions is causing ex-
treme hardship to thousands of Western
Australians, and the people in my elector-
ate are in that situation. These facts
were brought forward on Thursday but on
Wednesday last the Minister for Housing,
showing very little concern for the people
of Western Australia. made a statement
for which I have nothing but condemna-
tion. In reply to a question by the member
for Balga, asking whether the Govern-
ment intended to introduce legislation to
control building societies, the Minister
said "No".

I would like to read an extract from a
news release on the 10th March. 1974, by
the same Minister when he was Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. At that stage
he obviously had a different opinion be-
cause he said-

We want a Royal Commission to
find out all the facts and to recommend
a programme to restore without reser-
vation the right of home ownership
which Australians desire.

I conclude with these remarks. I have with
me at the moment a petition, soon to be
presented, from people who agree with the
Minister and indicating that the people
of Rockingham also want a Royal Com-
mission. We have the situation where the
members on this side of the House want
a Royal Commission and the Minister for
Housing wants a Royal Commission. As
we have already been assured of the Min-
ister's support for a Royal Commission,
I trust we can also rely on the support of
the rest of his party.

MR OLD (Katanning) [8.45 pm.]: I
have pleasure in supporting the motion
moved by the member for Wellington. I
would like to commence my remarks, as
have my colleagues, by offering my sincere
congratulations to you, Mr Speaker, on
your election to your high office. We hiave
no doubt that the dignity of the Chair
will be well maintained by you.

I would also like to voice my thanks to
members who have expressed words of
welcome and congratulation to me, and to
thank them on behalf of other newly
elected members. It was indeed a very
Proud moment when I was elected to the
seat of Katanning, and I am well aware
of the fact that I am following a man who
represented the electorate for 24 of his 27
years in this House; a man who worked
diligently not only for Katanning but also
for this great State; a man who spent

many years as a Minister of the Crowni
and carried out his work admirably; one
who I know commanded the respect of
both sides of the House. I refer, of course.
to Sir Crawford Nalder. I pay tribute to
him tonight in my initial speech in this
House.

In my maiden speech, it is naturally
my desire to speak about my electorate
and its needs, and to make some sugges-
tions, which may have merit, for the al-
leviation of those needs.

I represent an electorate of great agri-
cultural wealth and one which has a
reasonably sized population. It Is bounded
by the shires of West Arthur, Kojonup,
Broomehill, Katanning, Dumnbleyung, and
Wagin, and Woodanilling is in the centre.
It is quite compact but it has its problems,
as have other rural shires.

Probably one of the greatest problems
we have is in connection with the extension
of the comprehensive water scheme which
would greatly add to the productivity of
the electorate. I realise that materials are
in short supply but when they become
available the extension of the scheme to
additional rural areas will, I feel, be justi-
fled because the expense incurred by the
Government would be more than repaid
through increased productivity.

In parts of my electorate problems
have developed through the rising of the
water table, resulting in further en-
croachment of salt on land which is cur-
rently highly productive but will not con-
tinue to be so if the salt encroachment is
not checked. The Increasing area of salt-
affected country makes the sinking of dams
in this area very risky-in fact, well nigh
impossible in many cases. I ask that some
consideration be given to the extension
of the comprehensive water scheme,
especially to the eastern areas of my
electorate.

The Katanning electorate is well
known internationally for the production
of so-called blue wool. This goes back
for many years to the time when the
electorate was first developed. It is the
centre of some of the most noted merino
and beef cattle studs in Western Aus-
tralia. It is highly productive in grain,
mutton, lamb, beef, and pig meats. It
is the centre of the most concentrated
stock-selling markets in the rural areas
of Western Australia. In fact, in the
year ended the 30th June, 1974, 532 000
trade sheep and 35 500 trade pigs were
sold. I say trade sheep because Katan-
ning currently boasts a weekly trade
market which is attended by butchers
from the metropolitan area and from all
Parts of the State.

Apart from these
store stock sales are
fact, from September
are held on a weekly
see that this is quite

sales, the normal
held monthly. In
to December they

basis. Members will
an industry.
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The Shires of Kojonup and Wagin also
boast adequate stock-selling facilities.
Many important stock sales fixtures are
conducted at those centres.

Being a rural area, we naturally have
rural industries. Before I proceed to speak
about the rural industries, I would like to
make one point clear-! am not a farmer;
I am a businessman. I am one of a strange
ilk in the Country Party-I am the only
one. Therefore, If my remarks seem a
little weighted towards the rural com-
munity, they should not be construed as
being unduly biased. However, as a coun-
try businessman. I know that my future
and the future of my family in the years
to come will depend entirely upon rural
industry, and this Is what we must protect.

In Katanning we have a very modern
export meatworks, and I am proud to say
it is the only meatworks in Western Aus-
tralia which is currently exporting mut-
ton. By the continuation of supply, and I
hope, by the grace of transport, it will con-
tinue in this way. However, if the trans-
port strike continues and the mutton can-
not be taken to the ports, then the works
must come to a standstill.

In addition we have one of the few re-
maining flourmills in a country area. This
mill operates as a result of the foresight
of some of the local businessmen and
farmers. The mill was closed down after
a takeover bid by a firm which was not
interested In milling. Some local people
raised money amongst themselves to re-
purchase the mill and to get it going again.
It is a small business, employing about
10 or 12 people, but it is producing flour
and some very high grade oatmeal. We
are Justifiably proud of the fact that these
gentlemen saw fit to show their faith in
rural Industry and true decentralisation
by putting their own money in to keep the
industry going.

In Wagin we have the engineering works
of Pedericks. This works is well known
to the rural community and despite the
downturn in the rural economy, it has
kept going. It produces high quality farm
machinery and undertakes general engi-
neering works as a service to the commu-
nity.

A new venture in Wagin is a starea. plant
with grain alcohol as a by-product. Near-
ing completion is a large building for the
off -season storage of superphosphate.
That is the extent of industry in the elec-
torate, but I assure members that we are
very conscious of the benefits from these
industries, and -we would welcome any new
inquiries. The local authorities are very
keen to give assistance to any manufac-
turing organisation which wishes to come
to the area.

Had it not been for the withholding
of the superphosphate subsidy and the
doubling of the price of superphosphate,
with the resultant downturn in the use

of this fertliser, the inland super-
phosphate works would have become a
reality. Had this happened, I believe the
works would have been successful. I yen-
Lure the opinion that an inland super-
phosphate works would have commenced
In the central great southern, I think with-
in my electorate, and this would have been
a welcome industry and a great move for-
ward in decentralisation. However, ob-
viously it will be a pipe dream for many
years.

I would like to pay tribute to the Asso-
ciation of Regional Councils which was
very actively concerned in the planning
for the inland superphosphate works. I
would like to pay particular tribute to
two of the gentlemen who were closely
associated with research for the project.
They are Mr Percy Payne of flunbury, and
Mr Cliff Stretch of Mobrup. These gen-
tlemen worked tirelessly and travelled
throughout the Commonwealth promoting
the superphosphate works and researching
the Project.

I have mentioned the water supply, but
another way in which we could Improve
the quality of life In rural areas is to
hasten the extensions of the State Electri-
city Commission. Here again we are
Plagued with a shortage of material which
seems to have become worldwide. How-
ever, I urge the State Electricity Commis-
sion to ensure that rural extensions are
undertaken at the earliest opportunity.
People are very keen to avail themselves
of the amenities, and I am sure the ex-
tension of this service would be appreciated
by all concerned.

Like all other rural areas, and like our
city cousins, we are very reliant on the
State Housing Commission to assist us to
accommodate the work force. I realise that
the commission has worked under great
difficulty since the acute shortage of houses
occurred as a result of the last war. To
the credit of the commission, it has built
as many houses as it can with the amount
of money available to do the job. This
has brought attendant problems because
the quality of housing leaves something to
be desired. I am not the first to vent this
opinion in the House.

Now that the acuteness of the shortage
appears to be easing a little, I urge the
commission to consider improving the
quality of housing by the inclusion of such
amenities as a hot water system. This
does not sound very much to ask for in a
house, but in State houses in rural areas,
a chip bath heater Is all that is supplied.
We endeavour to obtain skilled labour to
get some projects off the ground, but it is
rather tough to ask men to bring their
families to the country and to put up with
conditions such as these when their coun-
terparts in the city rightly ask for and are
provided with such facilities as hot water
systems.
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The provision of a hot water system is
a small thing, and it would not add greatly
to the cost of the houses. I feel in this
enlightened day and age we must en-
deavour to provide better quality housing
than we have in the past.

Local government is a subject in which
I am very interested, having had 13
years' association with it. I do not claim
to be an expert, but I do claim to know
some of the problems which beset local
authorities. Local government provides
the first contact that citizens have with
any arm of government, and it bears a
great responsibility in the community. In
fact, many amenities are required by the
ratepayers of a town; and when they
require an amenity the first body they
turn to is the local authority, and rightly
so. However, local authorities have a
limited amount of funds as, I suppose,
has the State Government. They must
disburse their funds judiciously on road
works, etc., and endeavour to Provide
those amenities which are rightly de-
manded by the ratepayers. I refer to such
facilities as swimming pools and libraries.

With regard to libraries, I feel there
should be an easing of the stringent re-
quirements imposed by the Library Board
in respect of country libraries. It is all
very nice to expect libraries to be housed
in Taj Mahal-like buildings; but in the
early days of the Library Board some
shires were able to house libraries In
old parts of their town halls and
civic community centres. Those libraries
are still housed in those buildings and
functioning satisfactorily; in fact, they
are functioning just as satisfactorily as
those which are housed in new buildings.
So I would suggest that as a method of
lessening this problem some consideration
be given by the Library Board to easing
the stringent restrictions it has placed
upon the building of libraries.

Also, I think it is time we had a look at
the provision of a realistic subsidy for
country swimming Pools. To my know-
ledge the subsidy has not changed for
some years, and the value of the dollar
has diminished greatly. Therefore, I sug-
gest that even if only to catch up with
inflation some adjustment should be
made to the subsidy.

Probably one of the most important as-
pects I wish to raise-and you will be
relieved to know, Mr Speaker, that I am
nearing the end-is the matter of trans-
port. I do urge the Government of which
I am proud to be a part to look into the
overall matter of transport in the life of
the current Parliament. I know that the
Minister has this in mind, but I
would like to cite an instance in the
south-west part of my electorate; as a
matter of fact, it is in the south-west
corner of the Icojonup Shire. The area
to which I refer is known as Mobrup.
In this district we have one of the

last frontiers where one can be a
modern Pioneer, because this is the last
area of timber country in my electorate.

The People there are modern pioneers.
They are not all people of great wealth;
they are People who are budgeting and
working hard in an endeavour to carve
farms out of the timber country. Some of
them are returned soldiers from the
Vietnam war, and they are endeavouring
to establish farms for themselves in an
area which could rightly be described as
isolated from a transport point of view.
The nearest railhead is Kojonup, which is
some 30 to 35 miles to the north; and the
Cranbrook railhead is some 50 miles to
the south-east.

These People are expected to cart their
wool from Mobrup to Kojonup and put
it on rail there. Then it travels east to
Kattanning and then south to Albany,
a distance of about 170 miles; whereas
if it could be taken from Mobrup direct to
Albany the distance would be about 70
miles. This seems ridiculous both to
them and to me. I cannot see why the
position should not be investigated and
why these people should not be provided
with a transport service similar to that
which operates in the Pingrup-Ongerup,
area whereby superphosphate may be
taken to the farm and produce taken
from the farm to the port. Not only
would this ensure better transport facili-
ties for the people of Mobrup, but it
would also ensure greater usage of the
Port of Albany. I am sure my friend,
the member for Albany, will support me
strongly in that regard.

Mr Speaker, I am quite a champion of
country living. I have lived in the
country for the greater part of my life,
apart from a year or two after the war.
I hope that I will live in the country for
the rest of my life. I believe the majority
of people who currently live in the country
desire to remain, but I feel we must give
them some encouragement to keep them
there. Today we are sending some of our
brightest youth to the metropolitan area
because it is there that tertiary education
and employment opportunities are to be
found. Once these young people go to the
metropolitan area it is hard to get them
to return to the country because, having
graduated in their chosen professions or
vocations, they find that research and
employment opportunities are available in
the city but not in the country.

There Is no easy solution to this, but I
would like consideration given to the pipe
dream of a university in the country. I
am aware that this has been talked and
thought about for many years, but unfor-
tunately the second university is being
built in the metropolitan area. Even if
we could have in the country area a rural
chair of the university it would be a start
and, in fact, a very great step forward
towards a realistic attitude in respect of
decentralisation.
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Well, Sir, I feel that possibly I have
talked long enough. But before I conclude
I- would ask members through you, Sir,
to think of the small country towns which
have suffered as a result of the rural re-
cession. I am not speaking of farmers now
but of towns. I1 refer specifically to towns
such as Dumbleyung, which has declined
in population. There are empty shops in
Dumbley-ung now, and the last indignity is
about to be dealt to the town inasmuch
as it is about to lose its post office. A post
office is not a great mark of achievement,
but at least it signifies that the people
have a town. The Postmaster-General
intends to withdraw the post office from
Dumbleyung for the sake of saving a few
miserable dollars.

That is a great injustice and I would
ask the Government to support me and
to see that this does not happen to Dum-
bleyung or to any other town comparable
to Durnbleyung in Western Australia.

Mr Speaker, I thank you for your indul-
gence, and I thank members for listening
to me in silence. I know probably this is
the only time they will listen to me in
silence and, believe me, I have appreciated
it.

M%1R BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [9.08
p.m.]: Firstly I would like to place on
record my appreciation of the tremendous
job of work done by the previous Govern-
ment in the Twenty-seventh Parliament-
John Tonkin's Labor Government. In so
doing I not only place appreciation on the
record on behalf of myself, but on behalf
of an overwhelming number of people in
the Mt. Hawthorn electorate and of
thousands upon thousands of people In the
State of Western Australia.

The tragedy is that the previous; Gov-
ernment came Into office and took over
a run-down situation, but its performance
was such that it kept on doing a good Job
notwithstanding adversity-bearing in
mind that it had a majority of only one
member in this place, and all the knocking
that one could possibly Imagine would oc-
cur did In fact occur-and yet in full flight
it was suddenly removed from office. I am
tempted to say that had the election been
held not on the 30th March but a few
weeks later the Tonkin Government might
very well still have been in office.

Mr Jamieson: We only needed about
three more television appearances by the
Premier and we would have been right.
He was our trump card, but we could not
play him often enough.

Mr BERTRAM: I 'will touch on that in
a moment.

Mr Nanovich: You should be able to
accept defeat, Mr Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr Jamieson: Hello! He is out of the
horse show again.

Mr Nanovich: Watch out that you don't
run Into an elbow.

Mr BERTRAM: We are now In my belief
and anticipation back to where we were
in the miserable years from 1088 to 1971.
1 was in this place then and I experienced
those years. Is that not good enough
evidence?

Mr O'Neil: That is what made those
years miserable.

Mr BERTRAM; I forecast that we are
in for a bleaker spell now than in that
period between 1968 and 1971. 1 ask
members to take heed of this warning
because we are no longer confronted on
this side by the leader of the then Gov-
ernment. We have a new leader now. He
is called a Liberal although he is in fact
a Conservative.

Mr Jamieson: And an ultra Conser-
vative at that!

Mr BERTRAM: I have no objection to
his being a Conservative; that is his
right. I believe that what a person is is
what matters, not what he is called. He
is a Conservative and, as a consequence
of that, we on this side and the public
are in f or a bleak time. I will touch
Upon that shortly.

About a year ago I rose in this place
and, amongst other things, said that the
party then known as the Australian
Country Party was irretrievably doomed.
I repeat that forecast now. At that time,
members of the Country Party took me
literally; apparently they accepted it as a
correct forecast because they began chas-
ing around, trying to bolster themselves
up. The political leaders of the Country
Party, very anxious to get votes and out
of touch with their electors, decided that
they would create this thing called the
National Alliance with which we are now
confronted. The National Alliance was
never national and wa~s never an alliance.
We read not so long ago that the
National Alliance was dead. I do not
know whether it is dead. The members
who came here were elected in the usual
way. At the time, they were sailing under
the flag of the National Alliance and for
all Practical Purposes the National Alli-
ance was represented here, although
there was one defector even then. He
apparently nominated for the election as
a member of the Country Party.

It is a sad state of affairs when a
person sets about a dissolution of his de
facto marriage and dissolves that mar-
riage without telling his partner or giv-
ing his partner notice of intention. The
first his partner knows of the situation
is when he reads it in the newspaper or
sees it on television. That is a sad corn-
mentary on the National Alliance. The
only chance for the National Alliance,
sometimes known as the Country Party,
is for the recent forecast of the Leader
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of the Opposition to turn out to be cor-
rect: namely, that there will be a redis-
tribution of boundaries at an appropriate
time so that the best part of 50 per cent
of the people of Western Australia will be
condemned to be supporters of the
Opposition for an interminable period, in
the same way as has happened in
Queensland. Members should not Imagine
that it cannot happen here;, I forecast
that it will happen.

Mr MePharlin:, Your counterparts in
Canberra are trying to destroy the
Country Party and it seems that you are
trying to do the same thing here,

Mr BERTRAM: Just a moment ago, a
member referred to the tendency of peo-
ple to gravitate to the city. However, I
believe that what we have to remember
today-young people apart-is that many
people in the city would like to gravitate
to the country. We should remember that
point. People are sick and tired of the rat
race which is in full cry in the city and
the metropolitan area. If they want to
leave, rather than to accept living in the
rat race, they should move to the
country. I have heard very few members
arguing about that point. The need to
persuade people to move to the country
no longer has the force of argument it
had years ago when country roads were
dirt tracks and when there were no radios,
motorcars, swimming pools or other faci-
lities. However, people move to country
areas now and live better than they lived
in the city. That is worth while remem-
bering.

Mr MePharlin: It is still a long way to
go.

Mr BERTRAM:- Well, it is a long way
to go, but when we get a democratic
system of voting in Western Australia it
will be very short, because the National
Alliance will not only be apparently dead:
It will be in fact dead. The next point I
want to make is this: For the reasons I
have g~iven and for other reasons I will
now give, there is a fear of the present
Government. Is there not room for fear?

Mr McPharlin: Which Government are
you referring to?

Mr BERTRAM: I refer to the Govern-
ment of Western Australia. We are not
talking about the Australian Government.

Mr McPhariin: There is a fear of the
Federal Government.

Mr B3ERTRAM: This Government has
its hands full contending with the situa-
tion in Western Australia. I suggest that
members opposite do not drag in red her-
rings in this way. I do not think it is
appropriate for members opposite, through
their leader or any other direct process,
to attack the Australian Government
vicariously through His Excellency the
Governor. That was a poor show and typi-
fied the state of mind of the Present Gov-

erment and in particular its leader, be-
cause the general consensus of opinion on
this side and outside the House is that,
substantially, the Government is a one-
man band.

Sir Charles Court: Here it goes again.
We have heard this time after time.

Mr BERTRAM: Nobody seems to be
taken by surprise and nobody has asked to
whom I am referring. The people in this
State are concerned and are entitled to be
concerned for a number of reasons. This
Government which espouses open Gov-
ernment but which gives lip service to that
philosophy in fact operates in secret. I
have raised this matter before and I am
bound to raise It again. Years ago, the
people of Australia were persuaded to vote
in a certain direction because It was said
that faceless men were running the Labor
Party, Who may I ask are the men who
govern the Liberal Party? When do they
meet? What do they debate?

Mr Rushton: Every Monday evening.
Mr BERTRAM: Why do they exclude the

gentlemen of the Press from the halls
where they meet? What do they want to
keep from the people? What an extra-
ordinary thing it is when a party goes to
the people and asks to be trusted by the
public and, by way of reciprocity is not
prepared to allow the public to hear and
see the real organisation at work-the so-
called Liberal Party in this State.

Sir Charles Court: The State confer-
ence is held in public.

Mr BERTRAM: Oh, gracious me! I
have not touched on that point. I am
discussing something else; namely, the
decisions which are made weekly, fort-
nightly, or monthly. We would not know
what goes on because we are not told.

Mr Rushton: Do you object to the
Cabinet system of Government?

Mr BERTRAM: Decisions are made and
are implemented here, but we are not told
who made the decisions or the background
that gives rise to those decisions. It is
all strictly secret; no justification is
given for the decisions. Clearly, a situa-
tion exists where people outside the Par-
liament are directing those inside the
Parliament and the people Inside either
do not care or are Powerless to do any-
thing about it.

Let us take the Australian Labor Party.
What is the position there? Members
opposite know as well as I do that the
Executive meets every second Monday
night in Beaufort Street. and the Press is
welcome to listen to these debates. No
limitation or restriction of time is placed
upon them. We may go into closed com-
mittee, but nobody objects to that, least
of all the Press. Heaven knows when the
Liberal Party will open its doors. I doubt
whether It will happen within the next
three years: in fact I am prepared to bet
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anybody it will not happen within that
time. We would not object to an open
session of the Liberal Party going into
closed committee where that is a proper
and appropriate thing to do. We go to
the Parliamentary Library in the hope
that we might discover what the Liberal
and Country Parties stand for but we find
that neither party has a recent platform.

I should have thought they would be
very proud of their platform because they
revamped it and printed It on some nice
glossy paper. I do not know whether that
was their platform or merely some kind of
statement, but why conceal it from the
Parliament? We want to know what Is
going on among those on the other side
of this Chamber. We have a fairly good
idea of what is going on, but we want to
have more than just an Idea. We want
to know what they Intend to do and what
they purport to do whilst governing the
State of Western Australia for the next
three years.

The Country Party is not much better.
The latest platform It has is not under
the name of the Country Party; It Is under
the name of the National Alliance.
The latest platform the members of that
party have shows the year 1973, which
may have been issued at the conference
Prior to the the one that was recently
held.

Mr Jamieson: They have one every
year.

Mr BERTRAM: 'That is right, so, really,
that is not bad going. There are other
reasons for the statements I have made.
The people are concerned that the electoral
boundaries are to be changed, and the
People's Party-which is the Australian
Labor Party-is to be condemned to the
Opposition benches for years to come.
This will follow what has happened already
in Queensland. Is that not sufficient to
cause everybody to be In fear?

Mr Ridge: A great idealf
Mr BERTRAM: Yes, it certainly Is.

When we were sitting on the other side of
the Chamber we were subjected to a con-
tinual barrage of statements expressing
fear. That fear was unfounded and mis-
Placed, but in this Instance the fear Is
justified.

The next statement I wish to make is
that I have no objection to anybody adopt-
Ing a political view which is opposite to
mine, and I hope that no-one has any
objection to MY Political opinion. I do
not mind someone being an implacable
opponent of Labor, either, but I think we
are entering troubled and dangerous areas
when we have People who, on the evidence
available, appear to be encouraging a
hatred of the philosophies of the Labor
Party and the people who espouse them.

Those who heard the highly emotive
statements by the Premier during the elec-
tion campaign could hardly escape the fear

that was engendered by his comments. He
gave them the works. We are now in the
middle of the 20th century and whilst a
degree of political license Is allowed to
members Of a Political party in debating
various Issues during an election campaign,
we should have, by now, rejected the 19th
century techniques of rabble rousing, and
all those other notorious techniques used
by irresponsible debaters. I think this is
the sort of reference that could be applied
to the previous Leader of the Opposition
during the last election; I think he could
be referred to as a berserk buffoon. I think
that sums up the position fairly adequately.
I would say he is a living anachronism,
because he is Practising techniques in this
century which should have gone out In the
last century,

It is because of this philosophy that he
holds, which was acknowledged recently
in an editorial of The West Australian,
that we are now to be placed In the posit-
Ion in which we were placed long before
when the people of Western Australia,
among other things, had to wait for years
for certain types of legislation to be intro-
duced. Sometimes they had to wait for
10 years or more before such legislation
was Introduced.

I think the Cabinet is In a position where
It will be controlled substantially by one
man. On looking along the Cabinet bench
I cannot see one "trendy" there. There
may be some "trendles" outside the Cab-
inet, but It is my belief that Is the reason
they are outside the Cabinet. Another
reason for fear Is that the people are con-
cerned that some of the legislation intro-
duced by the Previous Government will be
repealed, and they have every justification
for thinking along those lines. If we are
to take notice of any facts-and that Is
what we should take notice of-I would
draw the attention of members to the ans-
wers I received to questions I asked of the
Premier. I asked him-

Does he accept the allegation that
Liberal -Country Party Governments-

(a) practise socialism;
(b) acquiesce on the practice of

socialism; and/or
(c) introduce socialist legislation?

The answer I received to questions (a)
and (b) was "No", and the answer to
question (c) was--

Certainly not as part of a socialist
policy and programme.

When we were in Government we intro-
duced legislation from time to time and
we were told that it was of a socialistic
type. What will the people expect now
that this present Government has assumed
office? They can only expect one thing;
that is, that some pieces of legislation will
be repealed.

Sir Charles Court: You did not proceed
with some of the legislation.
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Mr BERTRAM: In regard to the legis-
lation that was not proceeded with, it is
worth while to get this on the record. I
cannot certify as to the accuracy of this
statement, but I believe It is fairly accur-
ate; that is, during the Twenty-seventh
Parliament, to make up for the short-
comings in the years before, there were
Introduced in this House by the Govern-
ment of the day more Bills than were
ever introduced in the history of Western
Australia. I do not think there is any
need to mention those that did not get
off the landing strip.

Let me raise the question of electoral
offices for members, Will they be
allowed to remain? At present it does
appear that they will be. How many
decades would we have had to wait before
these electoral offices were provided if
there had been a Government of a differ-
ent political complexion in office? In my
view they are a wonderful innovation.
They have granted to the people easy
access to their members and, as a result,
it is bringing members closer to the
People. For the first time members will
be given an opportunity to perform their
duties efficiently and adequately without
being tied to performing the small chores
they have to attend to which, although
they may be important, are nonetheless
minor among the other duties that have
to be performed. Certainly members will
be able to carry out their tasks in those
places where they should be carried out
and not under conditions related to the
horse and buggy days of the last century.

Had there not been a change of Govern-
ment and had the Labor Party not as-
sumed office in 1971, 1 do not know when
the electoral offices would have been
made available, but I feel sure It would
not have been within a decade. It now
appears that this socialistic move is to
be adopted by the present Government
contrary to the answers that were given
to my questions, because this was a
socialistic move by a socialistic Govern-
ment.

I now refer to the Ombudsman. What
will happen to him? We waited for years
before our leader, the present leader of
the opposition, appointed him. We are
particularly proud of our leader because he
stands extremely tall in the electorate
and nobody can deny that. He does not
make wild statements and his integrity is
beyond question.

Mr Grayden: The only reason we have
an Ombudsman is that another place
agreed to his appointment.

Mr Taylor: Yes, but It should have
agreed to the appointment long before.

Mr Grayden: The only reason that the
legislation is on the Statute book of
Western Australia is that another place
agreed to it, and that is the place where
your party Is in the minority.

Mr BERTRAM: I do not understand the
point the Minister is trying to mnake. I
think he Is trying to say that the Liberal
Party, in another place acquiesced in the
measure, but the Minister knows what the
policy of his party is and what it tells the
people, and that is why they do not trust
the Liberal Party. The people know that
the other place is a party place.

Mr Grayden: What other legislation are
you proud of?

Mr BERTRAM: It is a fact that the
Liberal Party tried to tell the people that
another place is not a party place but a
House of Review. That is supposed to be
charged with connotation and meaning,
but it means nothing. All it means is
that after something has been considered,
that House considers it again.

The Minister has been good enough to
say that the Liberal Party allowed it to
go through. That party blocked it for
years beforehand, so what will it do now?

Will the Ombudsman be allowed to con-
tinue in office? The Opposition wants to
know whether the legislation in respect of
the Ombudsman, and in respect of other
measures introduced, will be turfed out.
They are socialist measures not supported
by the present Government. We had a
clear intimation of that only yesterday.
Are we to regard this answer as being
false?

Mr Grayden: You do not want to know
anything; you want to mislead the public,
and nothing else.

Mr BERTRAM: I do not think it be-
haves Government members to talk about
misleading the public. Sometimes we are
forbidden even to talk.

We now have a Death Duties Assess-
ment Act. When a little justice was in-
troduced here by the last Government, it
amended the Administration Act. I think
the parent Act was introduced in 1893 or
some time early in the century and it was
long overdue for amendment. it was
amended by the last Government which
was also responsible for the introduction
of the Death Duties Assessment Act in
order to remove some of the absurd so-
called loopholes. I am not prepared to
say they were loopholes. That legislation
received a fair amount of opposition so
what will happen to it? Will all these
measures be allowed to remain on the
Statute book for the benefit of the people
or will1 this Government put the clock back
on the basis that it will not tolerate
socialism or anything tainted with it?
That is, in eff ect, what it says.

What will happen to the Distressed
Persons Relief Trust Act, the Official
Prosecutions (Defendants' Costs) Act, and
the Hire-Purchase Act Amendment Act for
which we were responsible? it seems
that as there Is on the notice paper an
Order of the Day dealing with the Official
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Prosecutions (Dependants' Costs) Act,
that legislation will remain. However, I
cannot see why it should because it has a
very heavy socialistic content. If a change
of Government had not occurred three
years ago, that legislation would not be
on the Statute book today, so will it be
allowed to remain? Will the scientology
repeal legislation be allowed to remain on
the Statute book? This takes us back to
the period of 1968 to 1971 to which I
referred earlier. It mattered not whether
we put up a classic opposition because if
the Government made up its mind on a
piece of legislation, it would not alter it.
It mattered not whether a good case was
presented. I well remember the debate
here. The Government of the day re-
ceived a terrible hiding in debate, but it
made no difference to the result. H-ow-
ever, of course, now the legislation has
been repealed. By reason of the Govern-
ment's extraordinary attachment to that
legislation what will happen to it now?
Will the repeal legislation be allowed to
remain on the Statute book?

Mr Grayden: What will happen to Aus-
tralia under the Whitlam Government?
That is the question you should be asking.

Mr Taylor: It will go from strength to
strength.

Mr BERTRAM: If the Minister will give
me a moment or two I will answer that
accurately later. Let me remind him that
the Australian Government camne into
office late in 1972.

Mr Grayden: Yes and what has happened
since?

Mr Rushton: The economy has been
ruined.

Mr Bryce: You are supposed to Put
things right.

Mr BERTRAM: The Australian Govern-
ment came into office late in 1972.

Mr Grayden: And it has destroyed the
economy in that short space of time.

Mr BERTRAM: Will the Minister be
kind enough to allow me to deal with one
question at a time? The Australian Gov-
ernment came into office late In 1972 and
was forced back to the people in a very
foolish move, as it turned out.

Mr Rushton: In a desperate move be-
fore the country was wrecked.

Mr BERTRAM: What nonsense!
Mr Rushton: This is acknowledged

every day, by your electors as well.
Mr BERTRAM: The Australian Gov-

ernment went to the people in a double
dissolution 18 months later and what hap-
pened?

Mr Grayden: What would happen now?
Mr BERTRAM: For a start, the Prices

referendum would be carried.

Sir Charles Court:
more Permanent Power
for donkey's Years.

There will be no
given to Canberra

Mr BERTRAM: That cannot be altered
now, so It does not matter.

Sir David Brand: It does matter.
Mr BERTRAM: The people removed the

National Alliance and the DLP from the
political scene. The Leader of the Oppos-
ition here was making statements such as.
"Notwithstanding the ultimate result, the
Labor Government will suffer a terrible
rebuff", and McManus was saying that the
Federal Opposition had been done like a
dinner. He is a shrewd mover.

Mr Mepharlin: You are not praising a
member of the DLP, are you? What a
change of tactics.

Mr BERTRAM: All I did was to quote
him, and he is an astute politician. That
is why he lasted so long. I think It is
very important for the State Government
here to remember, when it Is carrying on
ranting and raving and rabble-rousing and
referring to the Australian Government
elected by the people as a junta, and re-
ferring to the Prime Minister as being
obsessed, that the best part of 50 per cent
of the people of Western Australia support
him-

The Inference to the drawn from the
Premier's statements is that he has a man-
date to do things, when he has no such
thing. All he is saying is, "I have heard
you speak. I will ignore you, and I will do
It my way." He is following the precedent
set by Mr Gorton and Mr Sinatra. They
are two good precedents to follow!

The fear of the people of Western Aus-
tralia is that Labor Government legisa-
tion and administrative acts will be re-
Pealed and reversed. What will happen
to the Workers' Compensation Act amend-
ments? Are the big steps forward-
amendments written Into the Act last year
-to remain?

Mr Bryce:
Labour now?

Where is the Minister for
He is very silent.

Mr Grayden: I would hope there would
be changes and I should think that every
responsible trade unionist In Western Aus-
tralia would hope so, too.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister should
address himself to the members of Cabinet
rather than to members of trade unions.
He should set the standard there and the
unionists will follow.

Let us consider the Law Reform Com-
mission. That Is another body which was
established for the purpose of keeping a
continual watch on the laws; to reform
them and to bring them up to date. How
essential that commission is, although I
must admit that I am a little concerned
that it may be confronted with proposed
legislation which perhaps It is not really
entitled to consider. I do not think every
piece of legislation should be referred to
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the commission because its tasks are big
and grand and it should not be worrying
about the little pieces of legislation which
PaP up from time to time, except when
there Is an excellent case for Its doing so.

What will happen to the Noise Abate-
ment Act? When that legislation was
Introduced it was the first time that- a
measure of Its kind had been introduced
Into any Parliament In Australia. It is
a most forward piece of legislation1 but
what will become of It? Will it be allow-
ed to remain on the Statute book because
It, too, Is tainted with socialism? I sup-
pose the answer is that that is not really
so, that most of what we did did not have
a socialistic content. If that Is the case
why go to the people and tell them to be-
ware of us if what we do is not socialistic?
Members opposite cannot have It both
ways; but that Is a digression.

The point I wish to make is that the
people are concerned because they are
fearful of what the Government will do
In the next three years. I repeat: What
rights has this Government to be pour-
Ing scorn and hatred on the Australian
Government when it is doing virtually
nothing back here, particularly in view
of the tremendous support the people of
Australia-Western Australia in particular
-gave to the Whitlamn Government?

We had an extraordinary comment from
the Premier yesterday when he said that
his Government would oppose the Aus-
tralian Government at every turn. That
is a wonderful thing!

Mr O'Connor: He might have said, "The
Commonwealth Government".

Mr BERTRAM: He might have said that:
the Liberal Party is entitled to use that
name if it wishes.

Sir Charles Court: There is only one
name under the Constitution.

Mr Hartrey: The Constitution Act sets
down the name.

Mr B3ERTRAM: That is right: unbiased
support coming from my own side!

Mr Rushton: He is spot on.
Mr BERTRAM: The Premier said. "We

will resist them at every turn." For ex-
ample, the Solicitor-General was seeking
leave to argue the question of the joint
sitting of the two Houses before the High
Court. However, the High Court told the
Solicitor-General that he did not get a
guernsey, and he was told to mind his
own business. That was a wonderful
smack in the eye for the people of western
Australia!

Sir Charles Court: No, it was not.
Mr BERTRAM: We should not be

bothered by what the Australian Govern-
ment is doing. We have a job to do here
and the people want the job done here.
Let the Australian Government do the job
over there.

Sir Charles Court: Does the honourable
member believe we should surrender our
authority to the Federal Government?

Mr BERTRAM: It appears that the
answer to everything is centralism. Let
us look at the position of the railways.

Sir Charles Court: Does the honourable
member believe in the PMA legislation?

Mr BERTRAM: Let us look at the rail-
ways. Our railways have not made a profit
in so many years.

Mr Rushton: You think we should be
blackmailed by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Mr BERTRAM: Not only is the railway
system not making a profit, but it is al-
most running backwards. Millions of
dollars is lost by the railways each year.
Whilst the position is not quite so bad
today, the eff ect is that the morale of the
workers in the railways is under stress all
the time because the workers are regarded
as being no-hopers.

Sir Charles Court: That is not so.

Mr BERTRAM. The Australian Govern-
ment has said it will take over the
railways for nothing. If we had a Com-
monwealth Government with a Conserva-
tive persuasion the State Government
would say, "By all means, you have them;
we have had it."

Mr O'Connor: But on what basis?

Mr BERTRAM: We cannot handle our
railways for a number of reasons-one of
them is simply that we do not have enough
capital.

Mr O'Connor,. The honourable mem-
ber has not seen the terms of takeover.

Mr BERTRAM: That would make no
difference because the Premier has said
he will block the Australian Government
at every turn, and that is his philosophy.
He attempted to block the last Govern-
ment and it is for that reason the public
will not wear him.

Mr O'Connor: Would the honourable
member like someone to take over his
business, but allow him to face any losses?

Mr BERTRAM: It is a parlous state of
affairs when a Government, or an Oppo-
sition, does things not because of merit, or
lack of merit as the case may be, but
merely because it does not believe in what
Is being done. That is what we are en-
countering here. Here is a philosophy of
centralism. The Australian Government
says that it will take over the railways and
it would not matter how sweet the propos-
ition was, the Present State Government
simply would not listen to It. That Is the
position and If it is not the Minister will
no doubt take an opportunity to put us
right. It is time that part of the Liberal
platform was put fight.
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There is little evidence of the Liberal
platform being put right. There is a lack
of credibility In the Liberal Party-I be-
lieve It Is an abysmal lack. I believe that
Parliaments and political parties, and Gov-
ernments, will stand taller in the eyes of
the people when credibility is given a
better go. This "knocking" and this
"anti-everything" attitude is very bad.

Senator Steele Hall has said, "Cut the
nonsense". More particularly, he said
that the Liberal Party certainly needed to
be more credible if it was to appeal to
voters. He is a Liberal himself: I am
quoting a former Premier of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr Rushton: You are mixed up again.

Mr BERTRAM: Of course, I meant a
former Premier of South Australia. Sena-
tor Steele Hall said that the Liberal Party
certainly needed to be more credible if It
was to appeal to voters. And how right
that is. In a speech to the National Press
Club Senator Steele Hall referred to the
opposition parties as "the likely lads". He
said that as a result of the May double
dissolution his impression of the "likely
lads" was that nothing had changed. He
is over there and he would know the argu-
ments and the like which are going on
within the Opposition coalition. He said
that the "likely lads" do not have to be
nostalgic because they are there, right
back where they started.

Senator Steele Hall told the club that It
was Impossible to listen to the speeches
from the Opposition and expect the
Australian public to believe all the incon-
sistencies placed before them. If time
permits I propose to talk about those
inconsistencies because they are beyond
the comprehension of any reasonable
person.

The SPEAKER: The member has six
more minutes.

Mr BERTRAM: Thank you, Mr Speak-
er. To continue Senator Steele Hall's re-
marks, he said that one of the very
essentials Is to get down to a realistic pre-
sentation of what the party means.

What Is happening in Western Australia?
The Premier tells us he is not able to do
very much and in anticipation he is put-
ting the blame on the Australian Govern-
ment so that when, in time, he has little to
report he will say, "I told you so."

Let us look at what has been said by
other responsible people in the Liberal
Party ranks. Mr Hannan, a former Lib-
eral senator, said that there 'will need to
be some dramatic restructuring of the party
and Its policies. Then we have Senator
McManus, to whom I referred earlier. He
said that the Opposition parties were "done
like a dinner" despite word juggling by Mr
Snedden. He might have also said the
same for Sir Charles Court. Senator Mc-
Manus said that Liberal leaders would be

well advised to admit their loss and plan
to do better. Those are the sentiments of
the people on this side.

Mr Grayden: The Australian people
have been "done like a dinner" by the
Whitlam Government.

Mr BERTRAM: Let us look clearly at
the position regarding prices. The Liberal
Party claims it is opposed to prices control.
What It really means is that it is opposed
to the fixation of prices by the people as a
whole, but it is not opposed to price fixing.
Plenty of that goes on.

We have an interesting situation In
Western Australia. The Liberal Party is
opposed to prices being fixed but that is
happening here now. The price of bread
is fixed; the price of milk is fixed; the
wholesale price of potatoes is fixed; and
by blatant socialist technique legislation-
If ever one saw it-lamb prices are fixed.
The price of wheat for home consumption
Is fixed; the Price of butter is fixed; the
p rice of eggs Is fixed; and I understand
that legal practitioners' fees are fixed.
Electricity and gas prices are fixed.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: As is the price of sugar.
Mr BERTRAM: Yes, the price of sugar

Is fixed. Stockbrokers' commissions are
fixed and the price of water is fixed. What
will happen with regard to the price of
water, and how much credence will the
people of this State give to the nonsense
that the Liberal Party is opposed to price
fixing? That is only the start of it.

We can then look at South Australia
where the Liberal Government introduced
price fixing. We sought to follow the
precedent of the Liberal Party in South
Australia but we were denied the right.
In Canberra recently we saw legislation for
a prices justification tribunal.

Mr Sibson: "Profits Justification tri-
bunal".

Mr BERTRAM: If the honourable mem-
ber were to read his party's policy speech
for the double dissolution failure on the
18th May he would know that his people
were to support that measure. In the last
few days its operations have been extended
in Canberra.

We have all the wind about being
opposed to price fixing, yet in the applica-
tion of it we have price fixing all around
us. That is sheer humbug. We now have
a state of national emergency which is
said by the Premier to be the greatest
emergency since the second World War,
and by the Minister for Labour to be
potentially the downfall of democracy if
It is not curbed. He speaks of bargaining
with the Australian Government.

When we have a national emergency in
inflation, we do not set about a bargain-
ing procedure; we set about removing the
emergency. Nor do we derive much from
bargaining while slinging mud at People
non-stop, being rude, and making remarks
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which are not in keeping with gentle-
manly debate. We do not get much of a
deal out of that, and we do not get much
of a deal unless we argue from strength.

This Government does not have strength.
Strength is where the purse is. and it is
the Liberal Party Which has allowed the
Australian Government to have power over
the purse.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin) [9.51 pm.]:
May I join with those who have preceded
me in this debate in congratulating you,
Mr Speaker, on your elevation to the
Chair, and thanking the members of the
staff who have started to round off the
corners of a rough country member.

Earlier in this debate the Leader of the
Opposition, In welcoming new members,
Indicated It was a privilege to serve and
suggested some of us may prove to be
birds of passage. I am only the fourth
member for Narrogin since 1911, and I
trust I will not be a bird of passage. In-
deed, I say, with respect, that the Leader
of the Opposition entered this House the
year I was born, so perhaps I can aspire
to equalling his record.

I would also like to refer to Mr W. A.
Manning. my predecessor, who at present
lies seriously indisposed. Since coming to
this House I have found he was held in
very high regard here, as he certainly was
in the electorate. I hope I can earn some
of the respect he has earned over many
years.

The electorate of Narrogin is similar to
the other agriculturally based electorates
we have been hearing about for some
days. It varies a little so far as Its pro-
ducts are concerned, but the problems are
the same, and the aspirations of the
people and the things they are trying to
achieve are basically the same.

The electorate of Narrogin embraces 10
local authorities which are temporarily
impoverished at the Present time; I think
I am right in saying that. It has nine
country towns which are supported
entirely by Primary industry. More
especially, they are moving towards the
inevitable growth of service centres-the
regionalism we have heard about pre-
viously. Some of the country towns are
dying, a few are growing, and some are
static at this point of time; but we are
moving towards the inevitable formation
of the service town, and Narrogin has its
share of that. This trend is evident in the
rest of the western world, where the num-
bers of rural holdings are declining.

In 1970 I made a study tour to Europe
to investigate this matter. At that time,
1 000 acres of land were being lost to
urban and regional development every day

through additional highways, urban sprawl,
and so on. Of that area, 100 acres were
in the United Kingdom.

This trend brings problems for us in two
main areas. One is a decline in the com-
mercial viability of businesses in rural
towns; the second is related to the pro-
blems which were very aptly stated by
the member for Geraldton last night-the
problems of extending education, health
services, and similar public spending to
a static or declining population.

It is becoming very difficult indeed for
commercial enterprises to continue in ex-
istence and to give the same level of ser-
vice as in the past. We are now reaching
the stage where increasing prices are being
forced upon those businesses through in-
creased freight rates, rising wages, and so
on. In many cases it is only the loyalty
of the surrounding community which
keeps a business operative.

In the case of educational facilities and
so on, I do not think it is an overstate-
ment to say the people who live in rural
communities are becoming more and more
penalised. Mention has been made of the
problems associated with providing equality
in education. At the present time the
living-away-from-home allowance which
is paid by the Commonwealth is being used
in such a way as to dictate the subjects
which will be taught and the courses
which will be followed at certain schools.

I can quote the case of a third-year
student who was told by the Common-
wealth authorities to stop following a
particular course-namely, a language
course-because that course was available
only at a certain school and the student
was told to go to another school which is
closer to her home. The student will there-
fore receive the living-away-from-home
allowance for attending that school only.
Despite repeated Pleas to the Common-
wealth Regional Director of Education, it
has been clearly stated that the student
mnust attend the nearest school, regard-
less of the course she wishes to follow.

I agree with the member for Geraldton
when he refers to equality of opportunity
in education. It is becoming more and
more difficult to provide opportunities for
rural children similar to those available
to children in the metropolitan area. It
would be going too far to suggest the op-
portunities should be the same, but I do
not think it is going too far to suggest
the opportunities should not fall so far
behind as they seem to be in danger of
doing.

Another matter which should be well
organised to ensure the survival of rural
communities is the marketing of their pro-
ducts. A little over a year ago I repre-
sented this State overseas for some weeks
in connection with the marketing of a
particular primary product In Japan, Rus-
sia, and Europe. This was to talk with
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our customers, the people on whom we
depend to buy the products we produce.
As a result of some very wide-ranging
discussions with these people, it really
came borne to me how ineffective our mar-
keting system has been over many years.

Whilst many results flowed from these
meetings, I believe the one I have just men-
tioned is the most important. It can be
boiled down to this: that whilst farmers
are production experts, they are not always
marketing experts.

One thing we tend to overlook when we
talk about marketing our farn products
is that we need to consider what our cus-
tomers want In a marketing organisation.
When we set up a body to do our market-
ing. we take Into account the producers
of the Product and those at this end of
the line. We do not always consider what
sort of organisation would be the best for
our customers to deal with. There is no
more important aspect of marketing than
that the organisation to market our prim-
ary Products has to be credible, and it has
to be credible to our customers. I feel that
this has not always been the case in the
past, but we are moving very much In
that direction.

I would like to refer to one other aspect
of rural marketing; that is, we do not
know enough about our customers and
what they really want. one of the reasons
for my trip in Japan was to deliver a
speech to a businessmen's association there.
After I had completed this very pleasant
task, a considerable number of questions
were directed to me. These questions
really brought home the lesson that we do
not know very much about our customers.
For example. I was asked how much I
knew about the Japanese distribution sys-
tem, financial arrangements, and the diet-
ary habits of the people whom we wish
to buy our products. I had to admit that
I knew very little, and it was quite ob-
vious that whilst the Japanese knew a
great deal about us and our production
and business methods, we knew very little
about theirs.

I assure members that when I returned
here I made a very strong recommenda-
tion that we must make every effort to
know more about those with whom we
deal and what they want from us.

In general. I would just like to join
with the other members representing rural
electorates and continue with what I see
as the thread running through all their
remarks in this debate. Perhaps it could
be summarised in this way: the rural com-
munities must not be allowed to fall too
far behind in the general development of
the State. I do not believe this will
happen if we are aware of the problem.
but we must be vigilant to make certain
that it does not happen. I have referred

l1d)

to the most serious areas of concern-
education, health, the provision of facili-
ties for country people, and the marketing
of the primary products.

I am perhaps unique amongst the new
members in one way in that I am not
only new to this House, but also new to
Western Australia; I moved here a very
short time ago from Tasmania. I am not
quite certain about the remarks made by
the member for Gascoyne when he re-
ferred to the size of his electorate In
relation to Tasmania-am I only 40 per
cent a member?

When I mentioned to my father that it
was my Intention to attempt to become
a member of this House he said he hoped
I might become a member of Parliament,
but that I would not indulge in politics!

The people of the Narrogin electorate
have elected a new member of Parliament
-I trust that they, and this House, will
never have cause to regret their choice.

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [10.04 p.m.]:
I suppose, Mr Speaker you are starting
to become a little sick and tired of being
congratulated. However, it would be Im-
proper of me not to join with all the other
speakers who have congratulated You on
your appointment to the high office of
Speaker. I would also like to congratulate
all the new members here tonight-I see
some of them are not In the Chamber.

I reflect back to the time six years ago
when I made my maiden speech. At the
time the member for Victoria Park (Mr
Davies) was the party Whip. He came to
me every night and said, "Are you ready
to speak?" For a long time I replied, "No,
1 am not ready." I put it off ais long as
possible, but eventually I stood In my
place and spoke to the Address-in-Reply.
I1 remember the occasion clearly: I will
never forget it-my boots were full of
water from sweating. It is one of the
Jobs we accept when we enter the House
but I know how awe-inspiring It can be
to stand up here for the first time.

I also remember that when I entered
politics I thought I would set the world
on fire. As members know, I have been
here for six years and I still have not set
the world on fire-and I do not think I
ever will. I say to the new members who
feel the same way, "Look at the blue book
in front of you and you will see that It
controls all our actions." It Is sometimes
not possible to do the things we want to
do. Nevertheless, I am sure all the new
members will do a good Job in the House
and In their electorates.

When I spoke to the Address-in-Reply
some years ago, I remarked that I was
never very impressed with this debate. I
feel we waste days and nights when we
should get on with the business of the
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House. I remember very well that the
former Premier (Sir David Brand) Inter-
jected and said, "Not many members in
the House will be happy with your Saying
that." I know some members on this side
of the House and some members on the
other side do not appreciate my comments.

I believe that Parliament should be
opened officially once in the lifetime of
each Parliament and not at every session.
I know that the Address-in-Reply affords
new members a6 chance to make their
maiden speeches and also for those mem-
bers who wish to do so to criticise the
Government of the day and outline the
various problems in their electorates. It
is very good for members to have that
opportunity, but with an official opening
every Year, we waste much time on the
Address-in-fleply debate and actually
achieve nothing. When we introduce Bills
we do achieve something.

Many other avenues are available for
members to present various problems to
the House. I can name grievance day, the
Budget debate, the Supply Bill debate, and
debates on many other Bills which allow
us to vent our feelings in connection with
problems within our electorates or actions
taken by the Government.

I would now like to speak about my
electorate, and I would like it recorded In
Hansard for posterity how pleased I was
once again to be elected to represent the
Canning electors in this House. They have
trusted me for the past six years, and they
have elected me for the third time. Rest
assured that I will never let that trust and
confidence be broken.

I would like to make some mention of
the campaign which was waged in my
electorate to try to beat me. I believe in
good bard politics--that is the name of
the game. I do not mind a bit of criticism;
It is all part of the game. However, I was
a little concerned at the thousands of
dollars which were tipped into the cam-
paign by different business people. Money
was raised through various avenues in
and out of my electorate to fight the
campaign.

I worry a little that if we allow this
type of big money to be thrown around
by big business in an election campaign
we could finish up with something like the
Watergate scandal. We had John Wood
from Fleetwood Caravans, Monrich Homes,
and even Eddy's Hardware running around
with truckloads of signs to nail on trees.
If such people continue to pour money in
year after year they may have an entree
to the Government which Is not available
to others. I suppose if these people have
helped one in one's campaign, then one
would feel a little obliged to help them.
So I am concerned to see this type of
electioneering.

I like a good hard fight: I think that is
a Jolly good thing, and may the best man
win. But I do get upset when I see all this
money being poured into a campaign.

I was hoping the member for Kala-
munda would be present, because I brought
in some pamphlets to give members an
idea of what I am talking about. I would
have liked to bring in one of the posters.
but they are too big. I think they would
cost about $8 to $10 each, and there were
hundreds of them throughout the elec-
torate. I have in my hand a card which
my opponents were putting under the
windscreen wipers of cars. The card Is
printed on high quality paper, and it states
"We care for our Community". Then
there is a pamphlet which states "We
Care!" I did not pinch this pamphlet, It
was placed in my letterbox. I illustrate
these as an example of big business pour-
ing big money into campaigning.

I heard the member for Mt. Hawthorn
say a short time ago that one is allowed
to tell a little white lie now and again;
but the "We Care!" pamphlet states that
in the Canning electorate People should
vote for more roads and footpaths. I know
members of Parliament can do something
about roads, but I do not know that we
can do much about footpaths. I recall
that the Tonkin Government provided
local authorities with money for this type
of work to relieve the unemployment
Position.

The pamphlet also states that the elec-
tors of Canning should vote for more re-
creational facilities, more shopping centres,
and for deep sewerage. I do not know that
we can do anything about shopping centres
and recreational facilities, although I
agree we can do something about deep
sewerage. The pamphlet goes on to state
that the people should vote for more bus
services and shelters, more schools and
kindergartens, and a happier community
in which to live. It states that throughout
Western Australia people should vote for
improved education, recreation, and cul-
tural facilities, control of inflation-that is
a good one-stability of Prices and wages,
reduction of strikes-I do not know about
that one-progressive State leadership, Pre-
servation of State rights, and the rejection
of socialised medicine, which is a Federal
matter anyway.

These pamphlets were produced by a
Public relations expert, and they cost a
heck of a lot of money. I also have an-
other fairly large pamphlet which states
"You need it! "

Mr O'Neil: Did the candidate who put
those out win the election?

Mr BATEMAN: No, he did not.
Mr O'Neil: Then what are you worried

about?
Mr BATEMAN: Nor did the other can-

didate involved with these pamphlets.
Mr O'Neil: You ought to be glad that the

Liberals wasted a lot of money.
Mr BATrEMAN: Well, I do not think they

will do so next time: I think they may
have learnt a lesson.
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What did annoy me a little 'was that
during the campaign for the Federal seat
of Taugney the big guns came out in force.
We saw people like Alan Bond with his
Rolls Royce and staff at the Goesnells shop-
ping centre. A little humour crept Into the
campaign when one Labor man Placed a
sticker which said "Gugh's going great"
on the front of Alan Band's Rolls Royce.
This took a little of the pressure off.

We also saw caravans with signs saying
that electoral information could be pro-
vided to voters in the caravans. This was
just another piece of nonsense, and the
caravans were supplied by Fleetwood Cara-
vans.

Mr O'Neil: Did they win Tangney?

Mr BATEMvAN: No, they did not: and I
think this hard-sell campaign is one of the
reasons for It. The point I make is that
many of these caravans were not even
licensed for the road. Two-way radios
were used without the permission of the
PMG. I do not agree with this sort of
thing: I think a campaign should be
fought fairly and squarely.

Mr Rushton: In your earliest pamphlet
You referred to the bankrupt state of the
economy when the Tonkin Government
took over: and the Premier before him
denied that fact. This is the conflict that
emerges.

Mr BATEMAN: I will get to the Minis-
ter for Local Government in a moment.
I am pleased that the member for Avon
referred to pollution, and I am pleased also
to see that the Deputy Premier and Leader
of the Country Party has returned to the
Chamber because this may be the first and
last time I agree with him. I refer now
to an advertisement which appeared in
the Sunday Independent of the 5th May,
1974 under the heading of "Why you won't
see any National Alliance election posters".
The advertisement states--

We will stand by our convictions.
In the recent state election all part-

ies were asked to co-operate in curbing
the visual pollution of street signs.

I agree wholeheartedly with the Deputy
Premier in respect of that. During the
State election the little blue National Al-
liance signs with stars on them were nailed
to trees all over the electorate. However,
I thought the party was a little hypo-
critical in that these signs were still there
for the Federal election. They were not
removed. If a Bill is introduced to abolish
this practice I will support it wholeheart-
edly because I think election signs are all
nonsense and a waste of money. They
merely Pollute our city.

A double fatality occurred at the in-
tersection of Kenwick Road and Brent-
wood Road. At that intersection there
were eight election signs, A lady and her
mother who were driving along the road
were killed, and the lass driving the other

car Is still in a very sick condition. She
was a learner driver, and she is only about
17 years of age. I have a feeling In the
back of my mind that had the signs not
been at that corner the drivers of the ears
might have had better vision. Perhaps they
were distracted by the signs; I do not
know. However, I know that I was worried
about this problem and I did not place
any election signs at that corner.

One small piece of nonsense occurred
when my brother-in-law and myself were
nailing a sign to a tree in Maddington,
and a chap on a motorbike stopped and
asked us what we were doing. We said,
"We are nailing a sign to the tree: what
does It look like we are doing?" and he
said to us, "How would you like a nail
driven into You?" Apparently he was con-
cerned that we were hurting the tree by
driving nails into it!

However, I do not agree with election
signs and I never have. I think they are
a waste of money and they do not do
the candidate any good. I think the only
way to win an election campaign is to
get to and do some work.

Mr 0O'Neil: Probably you are like most
of us: you only use the signs because the
other fellow does.

Mr BATEMAN, That Is right, of course.
Mr O'Neil: There were no signs in East

Melville. The local authority banned them.
Mr BATEMAN: I think that Is a good

Idea. The Minister for Works is lucky in
that respect. In my electorate election signs
are allowed In the Gosnells Shire, but not
In the Canninglon Shire; so instead of one
erecting 200 or 300 signs throughout the
entire electorate, one must erect them all
In the Gosnells area.

Mr O'Neil. My opponent and I came
to an agreement that we would play fair.
He put up a sign just outside the electorate
on the Freeway and said that as it was
not In the electorate he was playing fair.

Mr BATEMAN: I would like to make
some mention If I may about the Canning
Vale plan No. '7. 1 have lived in Canning
Vale for 23 years, and many other people
in that area have lived there for 60 or 70
years. The people in Canning Vale do not
travel; they are old-timers. it is a lovely
area eight or nine miles from Perth and
with easy access to the sea. When I first
went there we had no sealed roads, just
the white cobblestone roads. However, the
progress association put pressure on cer-
tain people and had roads constructed.
Now the area has everything, Including
electricity; although when I first went
there we had to use Aladdin lamps.

We formed a deputation and -saw a
former Minister for Works, Mr Wild, who
agreed to allow a water main to be in-
stalled. Canning Vale is now a very nice
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little spot. It is handy to Perth, as It is
only 25 minutes' travel in the car. But now
we are going to lose all of this because we
are to be evicted. What upsets me more
than anything else Is that five years ago
when land prices were spiralling the pre-
vious Liberal-Country Party Government
in an attempt to prevent these increases
appointed a Mr Q. R. Stowe who pur-
chased thousands of acres of land at
Canning Vale on behalf of the Govern-
ment. No-one knew what was going on;
it was all cloak and dagger stuff. Eventu-
ally, when Canning Vale plan No. '7 came
to fruition, the people were appalled at
the prices they were offered by the
Government for their land. I think the
maximum offer was $300 an acre, yet at
nearby Willeton light industrial land was
fetching $12 000 an acre.

I made various representations to the
Minister of the day, Mr Jamieson. We
held a meeting at Canning Vale which
was attended by every ratepayer in the
district. That meeting was attended by
the Commissioner of the Town Planning
Board, the Deputy Commissioner and the
senior public valuation officer. We were
told that we would be permitted to ob-
tamn a private valuation and if we were
not happy with the Private valuation we
could go before a tribunal, the cost of
which would be met by tihe Government.
We were quite happy with that and went
away feeling that we were getting a fair
go. There are many old people in the
district. I know someone who lives across
the street from us who is 85 years old.
They understood that they would have
these rights and privileges, plus 10 per
cent-

Mr O'Neil: For injurious affection.

Mr BATEMAN: Yes, they were going
to get that as well. However, because we
lived in the so-called buffer zone we re-
ceived nothing. We were allowed to apply
for a public valuation at our own cost.
So, I wrote to Mr Jamieson who replied
that he would approve the private valu-
ation of Mr Russell's property. Living
alongside Mr Russell is a Mrs Middleton
on whose behalf I wrote to the Minister
for Works seeking the same privilege.
However, although the rest of the people
are entitled to receive the same offer, a
tiny pocket of tenants on the other side
of the road-there would be no more
than 10 or 12 homes involved-are
not entitled to the same privilege.

The Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority said, "We don't give a hang.
You can stay there forever as far as we
are concerned or you can sell your prop-
erties." However, it is impossible to sell a,
Property in this area, so they must hang
on to them. I wrote to the present Minis-
ter for Works seeking a free public
valuation for Mrs Middleton on the
ground that the Precedent was set in the

case of Mr Russell next door. However,
it was refused. I feel that something
should be done to help the people living
in this small pocket of land in Canning
Vale because these people do not have the
right of appeal. They must stay on their
Properties. These old people are very up-
set, knowing that they do not really own
their own homes and must leave. I appeal
to the Minister to give sympathetic con-
sideration to this matter.

I am pleased to see the Minister for
Traffic in the Chamber tonight because I
am a little concerned about a matter
relating to his portfolio. I refer to the
increase in the size of the Police Force
and the intended increase in the numn-
ber of motorbikes and motorcars. No-one
wants to see the carnage on the roads
stopped quicker than I, but I am afraid
that, with this increase in the numbers
in th Police Force, we are sure to have a
confrontation between the Police and the
public. I can see it starting to creep in
quietly at the moment. Many more people
are being picked up for speeding. I go
along with charging people for drunken
driving. Of course they should be picked
up. However, I am concerned at the great
increase in the number of people appre-
hended for speeding.

I feel that we could adopt the system
used In Sweden and Switzerland where
drunk drivers lose their licenses for 12
months on their first offence. Second
offenders have their licenses suspended
for,' I think, five years, and third offend-
ers lose their licenses for life. However, I
would be even stricter than that. I do not
believe in fining an offender because a fine
affects his wife and family. The offender Is
not concerned about a $250 fine because
he can borrow it from his mates and pay
it back over a time. He does not suffer;
he will be back at the pub boozing on in a
couple of weeks. The thing that hurts a
driver is to lose his motorcar and I
advocate this course of action for drunk
drivers and People apprehended for speed-
ig. I remember using this same form of
Punishment with my children. I used to
take their bikes from them because I knew
that it would hurt them more than any-
thing else. If a fellow continues to drive
at high speeds, his motorcar should be
taken from him.

A governor which would be set to the
speed limit should be placed on vehicles
driven by people between the ages of 17
and 21 and If they are caught driving
without governors on their vehicles, they
should lose their vehicles for 10 years. The
Government can make the penalties as
hard as it likes, but I do not think we
should fine people as heavily as we do now.
The public often feel that the Police
Department is being used as a taxing
authority In a sort of Sheriff of Notting-
ham-Robin Hood situation. I do not think
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this is a desirable course to adopt. I say
honestly and sincerely that I hear more
talk every day about the extra police on
the roads and the fines which are being
Imposed. I do not think the extra police
have brought about a reduction In the
number of road fatalities because there
are more fatalities this year up to this
point of time than there were for the
whole of last year.

Mr O'Connor: Did you say that there
are more fatalities now than there were
for the whole of last year?

Mr BATEMAN: I believe that that Is
the case.

Mr O'Connor: I think there have been
the same number, as of today.

Mr BATEMAN: I did not know that:
If that is so, I stand corrected.

Mr O'Connor: Bear in mind that there
are more vehicles on the road today than
there were last year.

Mr BATEMvAN: I fully appreciate that
point and this Is why we must examine
the situation much more carefully to-

Mr O'Connor: There has been a sub-
stantial reduction this year In fatalities
In the metropolitan area. I think that fact
is wortb noting.

Mr BATEMAN: As far as I am con-
cerned, anything is worth while that will
reduce the carnage on the roads. I do not
give a hang-I would go to the extreme
length of taking cars away from offenders.
They deserve to have their cars taken from
them.

Mr O'Connor: There Is a problem In that
direction. Say, for instance, your son bor-
rowed your car and was caught for drunk-
en driving. You would lose your car. We
must take all these things into account
when trying to ass penalties.

Mr BATEMAN: Yes, I agree that prob-
lems exist; I do not know the answers. I
am sure that if the Minister knew the
answers he would rectify the situation
tomorrow.

Mr O'Connor: Yes, I would.

Mr BATEMAN: It is a difficult prob-
lem and I do not know where we are
going to finish up. I did not expect to
speak for long tonight and, with those
few Words, I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Coyne.

House adjourned at Z0.29 p.m.

?Evgtaftinc (if o0unt
Thursday, the 8th August, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 2.30 P.M., and
read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
TRANSPORT STRIKE

Emergency, Action
The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF, to the Min-
ister for Justice:
(1) Will the Government take some

emergency action in regard to the
current transport strike?

(2) Is the Government contemplating
legislation to deal with emergency
situations like the one caused by
the current state of industrial un-
rest?

The Hon. N. McI'EILL replied:

1.

2.

I am grateful to the hionourable
member for giving me some pre-
liminary notice of this question. In
reply I stat--
(1) The ramifications of the strike

and possible action to mini-
mise Its effects are being
closely examined. The GOv-
ernment will take whatever
action is open to it within Its
legal powers.

(2) The matter is being kept un-
der review.

QUESTIONS (8): ON NOTICE
ROADS

Closing: Prosecutions

The Hon. G. W. BERRY, to the Min-
ister for Health:
(1) Have any Prosecutions been

launched by shires or the Main
Roads Department against users
of roads in the Lower North Pro-
vince when they have been de-
clared "CLOSED"?

(2) If so, how many during the last
two years?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) To the best of my knowledge,

four by the Shire of Shark Bay.

TOWN PLANNING
Central City Car Parks

The Hon, R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Justice:

in order to reduce the congestion
on surrounding roads, does the
Government Propose to take action

397


